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DISTRICT ^ MASSACHUSETTS, « twV. 
^^~^ R ^ '* remembered. That on the 
I L. S. J ■■-' Eleventh day of February, in the fix- 

a*^ ^«t tecnih ye»r of the Independence of the U- 

niied States of America, Thomas uhI Andkewi. 
of the fiid DiflriA, h:>ve depofited in thii Oflice the 
litle of a Book, ihe right whereof they claim as Prn- 
pfieran, in the words tullowingi to wit. " TIte FOK • 
iiSTER S. an A merican Talc ; being a Sequel to the 
Htftory ui Jtha Bull tne Cloijiier, in a feriei of Let> 
tert to 4 Triend." J n conformity to Ihe Afl of Ihe 
Confprafa t,f -the United Slates, intituled, " An AA 
for rha •ncoura|CnKnl of learning, by fecuring the 
cep'm *f Map., Charts, and Bodu, to the Aiitlion 
and Pi-oprietors jf fuch copies, during tlie time* 
thtratit mtntiMCd." 

H. GOODALB. Otrt tfiie 
DifM0 •/M*fiebijfeiu. 
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THE 

FORESTERS. 



LETTER I. 

Original Slate of the Fortji, — The Ad- 
ventures of Walter Pipewebd, and 
Cecilius Peterson. 

DEAR SIR, 

X O perfbrm the promife whidt 

1 made to you before I began my joumey, 

2 will give you fuch an account of this, 
once foreft, but now cultivated and pleaf. 
ant country, as I can collefl from my 
converfation with its inhabitants, and 
from the perufal of their old family pa- 
pers, which they have kindly permiu 

ted 
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4 TH» FORESTERS. 

ted me to look into for my entprttin- 
tnent. B/ thefe means I have acquaint- 
ed tnyfelf with the ftoTy of their firft 
planting, confequent improvements and 
prefent flate ; the recital of which will 
occupy the hours which I fhall be able to 
f>.3re from bufinefs, company and fleep^ 
during my refidence among them. 

I N reading the chara£ter of John Bull, 
which was committed to paper fome years 
ago by one who knew him well, you mull 
have obferved. that though " he was in 
me main an honeft, plain dealing fellow, 
yei he was choleric and inconftant, and 
very apt to qaarrel vith his ic/l friends," 
This obfervation you will find fully ver- 
ified in the courfe of the narrative ; and 
as the opinions and manners t}f fuperiors 
have a very great influence in forming the 
chara^er of inferiors, you need not be 
furprifed if you find a, family likenefs 
prevailing among the perfons whofe hif- 
tory I am about to rectte, moll of whom 
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THE FORESTERS. 5 

were formerly refidents in Mr. Bull's 
boufe, or apprentices in his Ihop. 

There was among the appendages to 
John's eftate, a pretty large.traA of land, 
which had been negle£led by his anceH 
ton» and which he never cared much a- 
bout, excepting that now and then fome 
of his family went thither a hunting, and 
brought home venifon and furs. Indeed 
this was as far as I can 6nd the befi pre- 
tence that John had to call the land his 1 
for he had no legal title to it. It was 
then a very woody country, in fome parts 
rocky and hilly, in other parts level j well 
watered with brooks and ponds, and the 
whole of it bordered on a large lake, in 
which were plenty of 61h, fome of which 
were often ferved up at John's table, on 
faft days. 

The ftories told by one and another of 
thefe adventurers, had made a deep im- 
A a predion 
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6 TH» FORESTERS. 

prefOon on the mind of Walter Pipttaud* 
OTA of John's domeftics, a fellow of a rov- 
ing and projcQing difpofition, and who 
had learned the art of furveying. Walter 
having frequently lifVened to iheir chat, 
began to think within himfelf, " If thefe 
fellows make fo many pence by their ex- 
curfions to this wild fpot, what might not 
J gain by fitting down upon it ? There is 
plenty of game and fifh at hand, for a 
preftnt fupply j plenty of nuts and acorns 
'ofattcn pigs, and with fome fmall labour 
I may be able to raife corn and feed 
poultry, which will fetch me a good price 
at marKcL — I can carry bilket enough in 
my pockets, ir> keep me alive till my fir(t 
crop comes in, and my dog can live upon 
the offals of the game that I (hall kill. — 
Bandes, who knows what treafures the 
land itfelf may contain — perhaps fome 
9tc& ninet .'— od zounds I — then I am 
made for ibis world. 



• Sir W»her Raleigh. 
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Full of this dream, Walter applied to 
his mafter one liay for a leafe of part t^ 
the /orefit » it was called. Bull at firft 
laughed at the propofal, and put him off; 
but Walter followed it up fo clore, and 
told what advantages might be gained by 
fettling there, and promifed, if he fhould 
fucceed, to turn all his trade into his maf- 
ter's hand, and give him the refixfal of 
whatever he might bring to market, and 
withal fhewed him fome draughta, which 
he had made with chalk, from the reports 
of the huntfmen, that Bull began to think 
of the matter in good earneft, and con- 
fulted his lawyer upon the fubjeft, who, 
after due confideratton of the premifes, 
and (Iroking his band, advifed him as 
follows. " Why yes, Mr. Bull, I don't 
fee why you ought not to look about you 
as well as your neighbours. You know 
that old Lord Peter lays claim to the 
whole country, and has aflumed to parcel 
it out among his devotees. He has given 
all the weftem part of it, where this foreft 
lies. 
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lies, to Lord StnU, and he has a Urge 
manor adjoining to your foreft, which, 
they fay, yields him a fine rent, and who 
knows but this may bring you in as much, 
or more ?— Then there is old Leviii^ the 
rudgel player, and Nic Frog, the draper, 
who have, perhaps, (I fay perhapit Mr. 
Bull, becaufe there may be a little doubt 
on both fides, and in that cafe, you know 
fir, it would not become gentlemen of our 
cloth, to fpeak pofiiively) as good a claim 
as your nonor to this land ; but then it is 
a maxim, you know, that pofleflion is e- 
leven points of the law, and if you onc« 
get your foot upon it, they cannot ouft 
you without a procefs, and your honor 
knows that your purfe is as long at theirs, 
and you are as able to (land a fuit with 
them as they are with you. I therefore 
advife you to humour your man Walter, 
and give him a leafe, and a pretty large 
one— you may find more advantages in it 
"Hian you are aware of— but leafe it, leafe 
it at any rate.'* Upon this he was order- 
ed 



.coy Google 



THE FORESTERS. 9 

ed to make out a leafe ; and Walter be- 
ing tbus invefted with as good authority 
as could be obtained, filled his pockets 
with bread and cheefe, took bis gun, 
powder flaflc^ and Ihot of various kinds, 
with a parcel of fiOiing lines and hooks, 
his furveying inftruments, and a bag of 
com on his flioulders, and off he trotted 
to his new paradife. 

It was fome time before he could fix 
upon a fpot to his liking, and he at firfl 
met with fome oppofition from the bean 
and wolves, and was greatly expofed to 
the weather, before he could build him a 
hut i once or twice the favage animals had 
almoll devoured him, but being made of 
good fluff, he ftood bis ground, cleared a 
little fpot, put his feed into the earth, and 
lived as well as fuch adventurers can ex- 
pe£l, poorly enough at firft, but fupport- 
ed as all new planters are, by the hope of 
better times. After a while he began to 
thrive, and his mailer Bull recommended 
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a tnje,* whom he married, and by whom 
he had a number of children. Having 
found a new fort of grain in the foreft, 
and a certain plant of a narcotic quality, 
be cultivated both, and having procured 
a number of black caitkf be went on pretty 
gaily in the planting way, and brought 
his narcotic weed into great repute, by 
fending a prefent of a quantity of it to his 
old mafter, who grew exceffively fond of it, 
and kept calling for more, till he got the 
whole trade of it into his own hands, and 
fold it out of his own ware houfe to old 
X^wts, Nic Frog, and all the other tradef- 
men around him. In return he fupplicd 
Walter with cloths and ftufFs for his fam. 
Uy« and utenfils for his hufbandry ; and 
3S a rewatd for being the firft, who had 
courage to make a fettlement in his forell, 
and in token of his high efteem of him as 
a cuftomer, as well as for certain other 
reafons, h« made it a practice every year, 
to prefent )iun with a waggon load of or* 
dure, 
* The chuKr of Virginia. 
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dure,* the fircepings of his back yard, the 
fcnpings of his dog kennel, and contents 
of his own water clofet. This was a mark 
of polirenefs which John valued himfelf 
much upon. " It may feem odd (faid 
he one day to a friend) that I make fuch 
a kind of compliment as this to my good 
cuftomer ; but if you confider it aright 
you will find it a piece of refined policy — • 
for by this means I get rid of a deal of 
trafh and rubbifli that is neceflarily made 
in fuch a family as mine ; I get a curfed 
ftink removed from under my nofe, and 
my good friend has the advantage of it 
upon his farm, to manure his grounds, 
and make them produce more plentifully 
that precious weed in which we all fo 
much delight." Walter was often feen, 
on the arrival of Bull's waggon, to clap 
his handerchief to his nofe ; but as he 
knew his old mafter was an odd fort of a 
fellow, and it was his intereft to keep in 
with him, he generally turned off the 
compliment 
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compliment with a laugh, faying, good 
naturedly enough, " Let him laugh that 
wins/' without explaining his meaning, 
though it might admit of a double enten~ 
ire — and calling fome of his fervants, he 
ordered them to (hovel out the dung^ and 
make his black cattle mix theirs with it— 
and when fpread over the land, the air 
took out moft of the Cunt, and the falts 
were of fome advantage to the foil. 

Attcr Walter Pipeweed had got his 
iffaim into tolerable order, he was viAted 
in his retirement by Ceciliut Pelerjon^ a- 
notlier of Bull's apprentices, who had 
taken a fancy to the fame kind of life, 
fram a difgufl; to fome things that had 
happened in the family. He had not 
been long with Walter before he found 
it would not do for him to reroaia there. 
PetferfoD was fuppofed to be a natural f<»\ 
of 

■ Ct\wt%, XatA Bsltimore, who 6tSL rettled Ma- 
ryland, was » Pa[Hft ) h» lucceObn abjured Popery, 
tnd conformed w the Church of EogUnd. 
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THE FORESTERS. 13 

of old Lord Peter, after whom lie was 
nick named. He had the fame affe^d 
airs, and a tin^hire of the high flying no- 
tions of his reputed father. Thefe made 
him rather difguftful to Walter, who had 
learned his manners of Mr. BuU'i mother, 
when file was in her fober fenfes, and be- 
tween her and Lord Peter there had been 
a long variance. When Peterfon per- 
ceived that his company was not deGred, 
he had fo much good fenfe as to leava 
Walter's plantation, and paddling acrofs 
a creek, feated hirafelf on a point of land 
that ran out into the lake. Of this he ob- 
tained a leafe of bis old mafter, and went 
to work in the fame manner as Walter had 
done, who, liking his company beft at a 
diftancc, was willing to fupply him with 
bread and meat till he could fcramble for 
himfelf. Here he took to hulbandry. 
raifing com and the narcotic weed, and 
buying up hlack cattle, and afrer a while 
turned his produce into his old mafter*s 
ware houfe, and received from him the 
B annual 
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annual compliment of a waggon load of 
dung, excepting that when there had not 
bean To much as ufual made, he and Wal- 
ter were to fhare a load between them. 

To ingratiate himfelf ftill fatther with 
his old mailer, he accepted of a girl out 
of his family for a wife, ^for John was aU 
ways fond of his tenants marrying for fear 
of their doing worfe) he tcx>k as liitle no- 
tice as pofltble of his reputed father, and 
dropping, or difowning his nick name of 
Peterfon, he affumed that of Marygold^ 
which old Madam Bull underftood as a 
compliment to one of her daughters. He 
alfo made his court to the old lady by 
kneeling down and kifling the fringe of 
her embroidered petticoat, as was the 
fafhion of that day. This ceremonyi 
though a trifle in itfclf, helped much to 
recommend him to Mr. Bull, who was a 
veiy dutiful fon, and took his mother's 
advice in moft parte of his buflaefs. In 
fliort, Cecilius was too much of a politi- 
cian 
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cian to fuppofe that 6lial affe£UoR ought 
toJUndia the way of a maD'i intereft, 
and in this he judged as moll other men 
would have done in the tame circum* 
Aancei. 



I. E T T E R IL 

Sickntfi and delirium of Mr. Bull's moih~ 
cr.~^Adventures 0^ Peregrine Pjc- 
&LE. — John Codlin£< — Humphry 
Ploughshare. — Roger Carrier* 
nd Tobias Wheatear. 

dear viit> 

A.BOUT the time io which tbefe 
firft attempts were making, and the Hmc 
of them had ratfed much jealoufy among 
fome, and much expe£lation among oth- 
en, there happened a fad quarrel in John 
Bull's family. His mother.* poor wo- 
man, 
* The Ouircli of England. 
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mtn, had been feized with hyften'c fits, 
which caufcd her at times to be delirious 
and full of all forts of whimi. She had 
Talcon it into her head that every one of 
the family muft hold knife and fork 
and fpoon exaAly alike ; that they 
muft all wafh their hands and face 
precifely in the fame manner i that 
they muft fit, ftand, walk, kneel, bow, 
fpit, blow their nofes, and perform 
every other animal fun£lion by the cxaft 
rule of uniformity^ which fhe had drawn 
up with her own hand, and from whtch 
they were not allowed to vary one hair's 
breadth. If any one of the family com- 
plained of a lame ancle or ftiff knee, or 
had the crick in his neck, or happened to 
cut his finger, or was any other way fo 
dilablcd as not to perform his duty to a 
tittle, (he was fo far from making the leaft 
allowance, that {be would frown and fcold 
and rave hke a bedlanute t and John wu 
fuch an obedient fon to his mother, that 
be would lend her his hand to box their 
ear*. 
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ein, or hit foot to kid: their backGdes, 
for not complying with her humouri. 
This way of proceeding r«ifed an uproar 
in the family i for though moft of them 
complied, either through atfeaion for the 
old lady, or through fear, or fome other 
motive, yet others looked four, and gmm- 
bled : fome would openly find fault and 
attempt to lemonllrate, but they were an. 
fwered with a kick or a thump, or a cat. 
o'nine uils, or Brat up in a dark garret 
■till they promifed a compliance. Such 
was the logic of the family in thofe days I 

Among the number of the difaffeQed, 
wuPmpituPicUe'i pretty clever fort of 
a fellow about his buSnefs, but a great lov- 
er of four crout, and of an humour that 
would not bear contradiaion. However, 
as he knew it would be fruitleli to enter 
into I downright quarrel, and yet 
could not live there in peace i be had fo 
much 

■ Tte Pljinealh AdTcnlarert. 
B> 
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much prudence as to quit the boufe, 
which he did by getting out of the win- 
dow in the night. Not liking to be out 
of employ, he went to the houfe of Nic 
frog,* his mailer's old friend and rival, 
told him the flory of his fufferings, and 
got leave to employ himfelf in one of his 
workihops till the ftorm fliould be over. 
After he had been here a while» he 
thought Nick's family were as much too 
loofe in their manners as Bull's were too 
ftri£l; and having beard a rumour of the 
Foreft, to which Nick bad fome kind of 
claim, be packed up his little all, and 
hired one of Nick's fervants who had 
been there a hunting, to pilot him to that 
part of the Foreft to which Nick laid 
claim. But Frog had laid an andior to 
windward of him ; for a* Pkkle bad faid 
nothing to him about a leafe, he fuppofed 
thsttwhcD Peregrine bad got into the For- 
cft he would take a leafe of Us old roaf- 
ler. Bun, which would ftrengtben his title, 
and 
*T)>eSuiNolHoUMd. 
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and wealxn bit own ; he therefore bribed 
the pilot to fliew Peregrine to a barren 
part of the Foreit inftead of that fertile 
place* to which be bad already Tent his 
iurveyors, and of which he was contriving 
to get polTelEon. Accordingly the pilot 
having condnCled Pickle to a Tandy point 
which mm into the lake,t it being the 
dulk of the eveningj bade him good 
night, and walked off. Peregrine, who 
was fatigued with hii march, laid down 
and went to lleep, but waking in the 
morning, faw himfelf alone in a very drea. 
ry fituation, where he could get nothing 
to live upon but clams, and • few acorni 
which the fquirrelt had left. In this pit. 
eout plight the poor fellow folded hi» 
arms, and walking along the Tandy beach, 
fell into fuch a folilaqny as this. " So 
much for travelling! Abufed by Bull, 
cheated by Frog, what am I at lad come 
10? Here I am alone, no creatures but 
bean, 

• Hndfon'i River. t Cape Coa. 
} The neslh of Dcnmbcr. 
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bean, and wolves, and fuch vermin around 
me I Nothing in the (hape of an human 
being that I know of, nearer than Pipe- 
weed's plantation, and with him I cannot 
agree ; be is fo devoted to old Oame Ball 
that he and I cannot live together any 
more than I could with the old woman. 
But, why fliould I defpair P That is un- 
manly ; there is at leaft a peffibility of xny 
living here, and if I am diOippointed in 
my worldly profpe&s, it is but right, for I 
profcOed not to have any. My wilh was 
to have my own way without difturbance 
or contradi£Uoa, and furely I can here 
eojoy my liberty. I have nobody here 
to curfe me> or kick mc, or cheat me. If 
I have only dams to eat^ I can cook them 
my own way, aiKl fay u long a grace over 
them as I pteafe. I can fit or ftand^or kneel, 
or ufc any other pofture at my dcvoTions» 
without anycrofi old woman to growl at 
me, or any heflortng bully to cuff me for 
it. So that if I have lofl in one way I 
have gained in another. 1 had better 
thcfcfore 
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therefore recoocile myfelf to my fittution 
and make the bell of a bad market. But 
company is good ! Apropoi ! I will write 
to fome of my fcllow-apprentices ; I know 
they were as difcoatented as myfelf in cAd 
Bull's family, though they did not care 
to fpeak their minds as plainly as I did. 
I'll tell them how much happinefs 1 en- 
joy here in my folitude. I'll point out 
to them the charms of liberty, and coax 
them to follow me into the wildernefs j 
and by and by, when we get all together, 
we fhall make a brave hand of it." Full 
of this refolution, he fat down on a wind- 
fallen tree, and pulling out his inkhora 
and paper, wrote a letter to John Codline^ 
Humphry Plougkjhare^ and Roger Carrier^ 
three of bis fcUow-apprentices. informing 
them of the extreme happinefs he enjoy- 
ed in having liberty to eat his fcanty 
meals in bis own way, and to lay bis 
fwelled ancles and ftiff knee in whatever 
pofture was moft eafy to him, conjuring 
them by their former friendfliip. to come 
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to join them in carryiag on the good work 
fo happily begun, &c. &c As foon as be 
had finished the letter, (which had deep, 
ly engaged his attention) a huntrinan 
happen^ to come along in quefl of gAme. 
This was a lucky circumOtance indeed, for 
Peregrine had not once thought of 3 con- 
veyance for his letter i it proved alfo fa- 
vourable to him in another view, for the 
huntfman taking pi^ on his forlorn filu-^ 
ation, fpared him Tome powder and dot 
and a few bifcuit which he happened to 
have in his pocket ; fo taking charge of 
the letter, he delivered it as it was dire^ 
ed. 

This letter arrived in good feafon, for 
old Madam had grown much worfe ilnce 
Pickle had left the family : her vapours 
had increafed,and her longings and aver- 
fions were much ftronger. She had a 
ilrange lurch for embroidered petticoats 
and high waving plumes J her Chriftmas 
pie* muft have double the quantity of 
rptce 
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rpice that was ufual j the fervants niuft 
make three bows where they formerly 
made but one, and they mutt never come 
into her prefence without having curled 
and powdered their hair in the pink of the 
mode, for (he had an averlion to ever/ 
thing plain, and an high relilhfor every 
thing gaudy. Befides. fhs had an high 
mettled chaplain* who was conftandy at 
her elbow, and faid prayers night and 
morning in a brocaded veft with a gilded 
mitre on his head ; and he cxa£led fo ma- 
ny bows and fcrapes of every one in the 
family,that it would have puzzled a French 
dancing maAer to have kepi pace with 
him. Nor would he perform the fervice 
at all unlefs a verger ftood by him all the 
while wirh a yard-wand in his band ; and 
if any fervant or apprentice mifled one 
bow or fcrape, or made it at the wrong 
time^ or dared to look off his book, or 
faid Amen in the wrong place, rap went 
the flick over his head and ears or knuc- 
kles. It was in vain to appeal from the 
chaplain 

* Archtiilliop Laud. 
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diaplain or the old Dame to their nafter, 
for he wai fo obedient a foo that he fuf- 
fered them to govern him as they pleat- 
ed j nay, though broad hints were given 
that the chaplain was an emiffary of lord 
Peter, and was talcing advantage of the 
old lady's hyfterict to bring the whole 
family into his inlerell, John gave no 
heed to any of thefe infinuations. 

As foon as the letter of Peregrine Pic. 
Vie arrived, the apprentices, to whom it 
was direfled, held a confultation what 
they fliould do. They were heartily tir- 
ed of the conduft of the chaplain ; they 
lamented the old lady's ill health, and 
wiftied for a cure ; but there was at pref- 
ent no hope of it, and they concluded 
that it was belt to follow Pidde's advice, 
and retire with him into the Foreft. 
Though they were infeCled with the fpirit 
of adventure, yet they were a fet of wary 
fellows, and knew they could not with 
fafcty venture thither unlels they had a 
leafe 
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leafe of the land. Happily, however, for 
theiHf Bull had a little while before that 
put the affairs of the Foreft into the 
hands of a gentleman of the law/ with 
orders to fee that the matter was properly 
managed, fo as to yield him fome certain 
profit. To this fage they applied, and 
for the proper fees, which they clubbed 
for between them, they obtained a leafe, 
under hand and feal ; wherein, for " fun- 
dry caufes him thereunto moving, the faid 
Bull did grant and convey unto John 
Codline and bit aflbciates, fo many acres 
of his Foreft, bounded fo and fo, and 
which they were to have, hold, and enjoy 
for ever and ever, yielding and paying fo 
and fo. and fo forth." When this grand 
point was gained by the alfiftance of the 
lawyer and his cltrks, who knew how to 
manage bufmefs, the adventurers fold all 
their fuperfluities to the pawn broken, 
and got together what things they fup- 
pofed they fhould want, and,leaving be- 
hind 
• The Council of Plymouth. 

c 



.coy Google 



a6 THE FORESTERS. 

hind them a note on the compter/ to tell 
their mafter where they were bound, and 
what were their defigns : they fee off all 
together and got fafe into a part of the 
Foreft adjoining to Pickle, who hearing 
of their arrival, took his oaken fla(F in his 
hand and hobbled along as fad as his lame 
legs could carry him to fee them, and a 
joyful meeting indeed they had. Hav- 
ing laid their heads together, it was a> 
greed that Codline fliould fend for a girl 
whom he had courted.t and marry her, 
and that he fliould be confidered as the 
lord of the manor, that Pickle fliould have 
a leafe of that part which he had pitched 
upon, and that Ploughfliare and Carrier 
fliould for the prefent be conlidered as 
members of Codline's family. John had 
taken a great fancy to filhing, and thought 
he could wholly or chiefly fubGft by it ; 
but Humphry had a mind for a farm i 
fo 

■ Letter writrrn on boardilte Anbelh, nfwrthe 
embarkation of the MalTjcliiifetU (ettlert. 
t The MaOkhureiit (harter. 
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fo after a while they parted in friendfliip 
Humphry, with a pack on his back and a 
fpade in his hand, travelled acrofttlie For- 
ell till he found a wide meadow with a 
large brook* running through it, which he 
fuppofed to be within John's grant, and 
intended ftUI to confider himfelf as a dif- 
tant member of the family. But as it fell 
out otherwife, he was obliged to get a 
new leafe, to which Mr. Frog made fome 
obje^ions, but they were over ruled ; 
and foon after another old fellow fervant, 
Tobias WHEATEAR.t came and fat 
down by him. They being fotnucha. 
like in their views and difpofitions, agreed 
to live together as intimates, though in 
two families, which they did till Wheat- 
ear's death, when PloughQiare became his 
fole heir, and the eftate has everfince been 
his. This Humphry was always a very 
induftrious, frugal, faving hufband ; and 
his wife, though a formal ftraic laced fort 
of 

■ ConneAicut river. 

t Coloity of Ntw-Harai. 
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of a body, yet always minded her rpinning 
and knitting, and took excellent care of 
her dairy. She always clothed her cbiU 
dren in homefpun garments, and fcarcely 
ever fpent a farthing for outlandi(h trink. 
ets. The family and all its concerns were 
under very exa£t regulations : not one of 
them was fufFered to peep out of doors af* 
ter the fun was ftt. It was never allow, 
cd to brew on Saturday, left the beer 
(hould break the Fourth Commandment 
by working on Sunday : and once it ia 
faid the llatlion was impounded a whole 
week for having held crim. con. with the 
mare while the Old Gentleman was at his 
devo^ons. Bating thefe peculiaritieit, 
(and every body has fome) Humphry was 
a very good fort of man, a kind neighbor, 
very thriving, and made a refpe^ble 
6gure, though he lived a retired life, and 
did not much follow the fafliions, yet he 
raifed a good eftate, and brought up a 
large family, who knew how to get their 
living wherever they could find land. 
I.BTT£R 
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1 E T T E R HI. 

John Codlsms quarrels with Roger 
CaxkieK) and tumi him out of doors. 
Carrier retires to another fart of the 
Forefi. CooLtst furvtys his Land; 
tales Robert LoMBERuniitr hisfro- 
teSion— Begins a fuit with the Fijher. 
nm of Lewis, which, with other inci- 
denls.exdtes Ihejealoujjf of Ur. Bun. 

DEAR SIR, 

After Ploughflure's depar- 
ture, John Codline with his family kept 
on their fittung and planting, and fome- 
times went a hunting, fo that they made 
out to get a tolerable rubfiftence. John'a 
family grew, and he fettled his fons as fall 
as they became of age, to live by them, 
felvesi and when any of his old acquaint, 
ance came to fee him, he bade them 
welcome, and was their very good friend, 
as 

Ca 
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as long as tbey continued to be of his mind, 
and no longer i for lie was a very prag- 
matical Tort of a fellow, and lored to have 
his own way in every thing. This was the 
caufe of a quarrel between him and Rjiger 
Carrier, for it happened that Roger had 
taken a fancy to dip his head into water,*- 
as the raoft elFeClual way of walhing his 
face, and thought it could not he made 
fo clean in any other way. John, who 
ufed the common way of taking water in 
his hand, to walh his face, was difpleafed 
with Roger's innovation, and remonftrat- 
ed againft it. The remonftrance had no 
other effefl, than to fix Roger's opinion 
more firmly, and as a farther improve- 
ment on his new plan, he pretended that 
no perfon ought to have his face waOied 
till he was capable of doing it himfelf, 
without any affiftance from his parents. 
John was out of patience with this addi. 
lion, and plumply told him, that if he did 
not reform his principles and prafiice, he 
would 

* AMbaplUb. 
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would fine him, or flog bim, or kidc him 
out of ^ors. Thefe threats put Roger 
on inventing other odd and whJmfical 0- 
pinions. He took offence at the letter X, 
and would have bad it expunged from the 
alphabet.* He would not do his duty at 
a military mufter, becaufe there was an 
X in the colours. After a while he be. 
gan to fcruple the lawfulnefs of bearing 
arms, and killing wild beafts. But, poor 
fellow ! the worll of all was, that being 
feized with a fluking palfy.t which af- 
feded every limb and joint of him, his 
fpeech was fo altered that he was unable to 
pronounce certain letters and fyllables as 
be had been ufed to do, Thefe oddities 
and defe£tt rendered him more and more 
difagreeable to bis old friend, who, how- 
ever, kept his temper as well as be could, 
till one day, as John was faying a long 
grace over his meat, Roger kept his hat 
on the whole time. As foon as the cere- 
taony 

* Roger Williuu'i ml igujiA ihe fign of the croA. 

tOgikcn. 
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mony was over, John took up a cafe knife 
from the table, and gave Roger a blow on 
the ear with the broad fide of it, then 
with a rifing ftroke turned off his hat. 
Roger faid nothing, but taking up his hat 
put it on again ; at which John broke 
out into fuch a paflionate fpeech as this — 
" You impudent fcoundrel ! is it come to 
this ! Have I not borne with your whims 
and fidgets thefe many years, and yet 
they grow upon you ? Have I not talked 
with you time after time, and proved to 
you as plain as the nofe in your face that 
your notions are wrong ? Have I not or- 
dered you to leave them off, and warned 
you of the confequence, and yet you have 
gone on from bad to worfe P You began 
with dipping your head into water, and 
would have all the family do the fame, 
pretending there was no other way of 
walhmg the face. You would have had 
the children go dirty all their days, under 
pretence that they were not able to waih 
Iheir own faces, and fo they muft have 
looked 
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looked like the pigs till they were grown 
up. Then you. would talk your own 
balderdafli linguo, thu and tkou^ and nan 
forfootk—vtA now you mull keep your 
bat on when I am at my devotions, and I 
fuppofe would be glad to have the wh<de 
family do the fame ! There is no bearing 
with you any longer— fo now — hear me, 
Igive you fair warning, if you don't mend 
your manners, and itinSt your errors, 
and promife reformation, I'll kick yon 
out of the houfe. I'll have no fuch re- 
fra£lory fellows here : I came into this for. 
eft for reformation^ and reformation I will 
have," 

** Friind John (faid Roger) doft not 
thou remember when thou and 1 lived to- 
gether in friend Bull's family, how hard 
thou didft think it to be compelled to look 
on thy book all the time that the hooded 
chaplain was reading the prajrers, and how 
many knocks and thump* thou and I had 
for offering to ufe oar liberty, which we 
thought 
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thought we bad a right to t Didfl thou 
not come hitherunto for the fake of en- 
joying thy liberty^ and did not I come to 
enjoy mine ? Wherefore then dofl thou 
afTume to deprive me of the right which 
thou claimed for thyfelf ?'* 

"Don't tell me (anfwered John) of 
right and of liberty — ^you have as much 
liberty as any man ought to have. You 
have liberty to do right, and no man ought 
to have liberty to do wrong." 

" Who is to be judge Creplied Roger) 
what is right orwhac is wrong ? Ought not 
I to judge for myfelf ? or, Thinkeft tfaoa 
it is thy place to judge for me ?" 

" Who is to be judge (faid John) why 
the hooi is to be judge— and I have prov- 
ed by the book over and over again that 
you are wrong, and therefore yoa are 
wrong, and you have no liberty to do any 
thing but what ii right." 

"But 
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" But friend John (faid Roger) who 
u to judge whether thou haft proved my 
opinions or condu^ to be wrong — thoa 
orl?" 

" Come, come, (faid John) not fo dofe 
neither — none of your idle diftinQJons: I 
fay you are in the wrong, I have proved 
it,and;rou know it ; you have finned againft 
your own confciencet and therefore you 
deferve to be cut off as an incorrigible 
heretic." 

** How doft thou know (faid Roger) 
that I have (inncd againft my own con. 
fcience ? Canft thou fearcfa the heart f " 

At this John was fo enraged that he 
gave him a fmart kick on the pofteriors, 
and bade him be gone out of his houfe, 
and off his lands, and called after him to 
Cell him, that if ever he fliould catch him 
there again he would knock his braina 
out. Roger, having experienced the logic 
of the foot, applied to the feat of honor, 
walked 
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walked ofF, with as much mecknefs as hu- 
man nature is capable of, on fuch occa- 
fions ; and having travelled as far as he 
fuppofed to be out of the limits of John** 
leafe, laid himfelf down by the fide of a 
clear rivulet, which flowed down a hill j 
here he compofed himfelf to fleep, and 
on his awaking found fcveral bears about 
him, but none offered him any infult. 
Upon which he faid, and minuted it down 
in his pocket book, " Surely the beafts of 
the wildernels are in friendfhip with me, 
and this is defigned by Providence* as my 
refting place ; here, therefore, will I pitch 
Tny tabernacle, and here fliall 1 dwell 
more in peace, though furroundcd by 
bears and wolves, than when in the midft 
of thofe whom I counted my brethren." 

On this fpot he built an hut, and hav. 
ing taken poiTefTion, made a vifit to his old 
mailer Bull, who gave him a leafe of the 
place, 

• The town of Providence w»i built by emignnU 
fram MafTachurcittf of wbom Rqgcr Wllltanu WM 
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place, with an ifland or two in an adjoin, 
ing cove of the great lake, and recom- 
mended to him a wife, by whom he had a 
fcwchildren ; but his plantation was chidu 
]y increared by the flocking of ftrangen 
to Iiim ; for he was a very hofpitable 
man, and made it a rule in his family not 
to refufe any who Oiould come, whether 
lane or blind, (hort tall, whether they 
had two tyet or one, whether tbey fquint- 
cd or flammered, or limped, or had any 
other natural defefi or impediment ; it 
was another rule that every one fbould 
bear with the infirmities of his neigh, 
hours, and help one another as they were 
able. Once as I was palling through 
Roger ^antaiion I faw one man carry- 
ing another on his fhoulders, which, at 
firft, I thought a very odd fight ; upon 
coming up to them, I perceived that the 
lower one was blind, and the upper one 
was lame, fo as they had but one pair 
eyes, and one pair of legs between them, 
the lame man availed himfelf of the blind 
D man's 
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man'a legs, and he of the other's eyes^ and 
both went along very well together. I 
remember atro, that as I paHed along, the 
fences were in fome places made of very 
crooked, knotty rails ; but the crooks and 
knots were made to fay into each other fo 
cleverly, that the fences were as tight as if 
they had been made of ftoflF fawed ever fo 
even; a circumlUoce which convinced 
me that very crooked things might be put 
together, to advantage, if proper pains 
were taken. 

When John Codline had fettled the 
controverfy witli Roger, by kicking him 
out of doors, he began to look about him 
to fee what his neighbours were doing. 
Having found a young fellow on his north 
eaftern limits, who had come thither with- 
out his knowledge or perroifllon, he took 
it into his head to furvey the extent of 
his grounds. The words of his teafe were 
rather ambiguous, and by virtue thereof 
he thought it convenient to extend his 
claims 
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claims ovfr the lands on which Robert 
Lumber (for that was the name of the 
young fellow) had fettled.* I( feems that 
Bob had been fent by fome of John Bull's 
family to ereA a fifliing flage on the bor- 
ders of the lake^ and the lawyer who bad 
the care of the forefl not being acquainted 
fo much as he ought to have been with 
the fituation of the lands, or having no 
knowledge of the art of furveying, had 
made out a leafe which lapped over Cod. 
line's ; fothat each of them had a claim 
upon the fame land. In fome drcum- 
Aances this might have been deemed un- 
fortunate, but as it happened it proved 
lucJty for poor Bob — his em[doyers had 
left him in the lurch, and he would have 
ftarved to death if John had not taken 
him under his wing and fent him provi(^ 
ions to keep him alive. He alfo lent him 
a band to dear up the buflies, and fur- 
ni(hed bim with materials to build a lav 
iniU. 

* New Hampihirewaa granted to John MafiHi, and 
the claim delceiided to Robert Miron. 
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mill. This fct Bob on his own legs, and 
he proved a (hird/ faithful fellow. He 
was of great fervice to John in killing 
bears and wolves that infefted his planta. 
tion: and when he himfelf was in dan., 
ger, John lent him powder, ihot, and 
flints, and fent hands to help him, and in 
fo doing he ferved himfelf as well as his 
neighbour, which was no breach of moral- 
ity. Thus they lived pretty peaceably 
together, till after a while Bob's old own- 
era found the land was grown good -for 
fomething, and then ("without paying 
John lor his aflinance in malting it fo) 
apptared to Mr. Bull, and got ii away^ 
and took a targe dice of John's land into 
the bargain.* This was a matter which 
ftuck in John's throat a great while, and 
if I am rightly informed he has hardly 
fwallowed it yet. He did not think him- 
felf fairly dealt by. though he had all Per- 
egrine Pickle's land put into a new leafe 
which 
• The fettling the line between Maflacliuleits and 
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which Bull gave him. To be fhort. John 
Codline and John Bull never heartily 
loved one another ; they were in their 
temper and difpofition too much alike i 
each was eternally jealous of the other: 
and this jealoufy was kept alive by a va- 
riety of incidents which it would be too 
tedious to enumerate. One of them, 
however, was of fo fingular a nature that 
I think it deferves to be remembered. It 
was this. Old Lewis had ere^ed a fiSi- 
in; ftage and ware houfe* on the north 
eaft, which interfered with Codline'< fa- 
vorite employment. Without confult- 
ing his old Mailer Bull, or waiting for hit 
advice or orders. Jade fent a bailiff with 
a writ of intrufion to the 6(hermen and 
began a fuit in law i Mr. Bull hearing of 
it, was glad to take advantage of the dr- 
cnmftance and fee coundl in the caufe, 
which finally went in his favour. But 
though the ilTue of the caufe was of fo 
much advantage to him j yet he ever af- 
ter 

* LoniflMrg. 

Dl 
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ter looked upon Codline as a fomrd, 
faucy fellow, for running on that errand 
before he was fent j and there were not 
wanting perfons who were oontinnaUy 
buzzing in his car, to keep a good UkAl 
out on that impudent jackanapes or he 
would fooQ begin to think himfelf as good 
a man as his mafter. 
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I. B T T B R IV, 

Attempt o/lJicoL At FROGtfntf GvsTA- 
vus the Ironmonger, to intrude into the 
Forejl. — Their fuarrel. — Mr. BuLt'5 
Jicknefi and delirium. — His policy in 
paying his debts. — His juarrel with 
Frog, and its termination by compront- 
ife. — Plantation 0/ Cart. rut and 
JBare-claYiM/Ze^Casaria. — Leafe 
to Charles Indigo, 

SEAR SlRi 

In my laft letter I had got a lit- 
tle too forward in my ftory, in point of 
time t but at I write by piecemeal, and 
often in a hurry, yon mufl escufe chro- 
nological inaccuracy. I now go back to 
tell you, that between the lands occupied 
by Marygold, and thofe on which Plough- 
ibare had made his (ettlement, was a large 
tra6l of wa&e, where none of Mr. Bull's 
family 
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family had ever been j but the report of 
the plantations which one and another of 
them had made, drew the attention of 
Ball's neighbours. Among thefe, Mc»- 
las Frog* was not an idle fpeaator. He 
was as fly a fellow as you will meet with 
in a fummer's day, always attentive to his 
intereft, and never let flip an opportunity 
to promote it. Obfervingr that Mr. Bull 
was rather carelefs of the Foreft, and 
Irulled his lawyers and fervants with the 
management of it, and knowiog there 
was a large flice of it unoccupied, be 
cUndeflinely fent out fome furveyors in 
the difguife of hunters, to make a defcrip- 
tion of the country, and report to him at 
their return. Another good neighbour, 
Gufiavus the ironmongeil' was gaping af- 
ter it, and gave out word among his jour- 
neymen, that if any of them would ad- 
venture thither and fet up their trade, he 
would uphold them in their pretenliona, 
and lend them any afllftance in his power. 
Accordingly 
« The Dutch. \ The Kingof Sireden. 
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Accordingly one of them, by the name of 
Cafimir^ ventured to make a beginning on 
the fiiore of a navigable creek ;* but did 
not care to penetrate far intothe country, 
on account of the wolves and bears, which 
were very numerous thereabouts. As 
foon as Frog heard of this, he picked a 
quarrel with Guftavus, and infiAed that 
the land was his by poOeflion, becaufe 
he had already fent furveyors thither. 
It happened, however, that the place 
which Frog's people had pitched upon 
was at the mouth of another creeJt.t ata 
confiderable diftancet where they had 
built a hut, on a point of land, and far* 
iher up the creek had cre£led a kind of 
lodge or hunting houfejj for the conven. 
ience of collefling game. On this plant- 
ation Frog had placed Peter Sther^z one- 
legged fellow, as his overfeer. As Ibon 
as Peter heard of the quarrel between his 
mafter and Guflavus, he thought the 
quickeft way of ending it was the bed 1 

and 
* Tbe Delmraie. f KihUmi's Rirer. t Albany. 
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and therefore, without waiting for orders 
or ceremony, he went and commanded 
Cafimir off the ground ; and with one of 
his crutches beat his houfe to pieces a- 
bout his cars. The poor fellow ftared at 
this rough treatment ; but was glad to eC- 
cape with whole bones, and humbly re- 
quefted leave to remain there with his 
tools, promifing to follow his bulinefs 
Quietly, and become an obedient fervant 
to Mr. Frog j upon thefc conditions he 
was permitted to remain, and the whole 
traa was reputed Frog's property. 

While thefe things were doing, John 
Bull was confined to his houfe with a vi. 
olent fever and delirium,* under which 
he laboured for a long time, and his im- 
agination was the feat of every wild freak 
and fbrange vagary. One while he fan- 
cied himfelf an abfolute monarch ; then, a 
prefbyterian clergyman ; then a general of 
horfe; thena lordprotedor : His noddle 
was 

* The gMI wan in EnjUnd, 
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was filled with a jumble of pcJemic divin- 
ity» political difputes, and military ar. 
rangonenti, and it was not till after much 
Mood lettingt bliftering, vomiting and 
purging, that he began to mend. Under 
this fevere, but wholefome regimen, he at 
length grew cool and came to himfelf, 
but found on his recovery that his affairs 
had gone behind hand during his fide- 
nefs. fiefide the lofs of buGnefs. be had 
pbyficiam' and apothecaries' bills to pay, 
and thofe who bad attended upon him as 
nurfes, watcben, porters, &c. all ex- 
pe^ed wages or douceurs, and were con. 
tinually haunting him with. How does 
your honour do ? 1 am glad to fee your 
honour fo well as to be abroad. Some 
one or more were continually putting 
tfaemfelves in his way, and if they did not 
dire&ly dun him for payment, their looks 
were fo Ggnificant that a man of lela pen- 
etration could eafily have gueifed what 
was their meaning. 

Bull 
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Bull was fomewhat perplexed how to 
anfwer all their demands and expeda- 
tions. He was too far behind band to 
be aUe to fatisfy them, and withal too 
generous to let them remain unpaid. At 
length he hit on this expedient : " Thefe 
fellows, faid he to himfelf. have fervedme 
well, and may be of ufe to me again. 
There is yet a confiderable part of my 
forefl unoccupied. I'll offer to leafe 
them trafls of land which cofi me nothing, 
and if they will accept them at a low rent, 
they may prove ufeful fcrvants, and I 
fliall be a gainer as well as they." Hav- 
ing come to this refolution. he began to 
enquire into the affairs of his foreft> and 
^nd that his neighbours had intruded up- 
on his claim. Lewis had taken poffeflion 
at one end ;* Lord Strut at the other ;t 
and Nic Frog in the middle,^ and his own 
tenants had been quarrelling with thetr 
new neighboun, as well as among them- 
felves. 

* Canada pofTiQcd by the French, f Florida pof- 
feBed by the Spaniard!. (, New Amftenibun and 

the Mew Netbcrlandi, by the Dutch. 
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felves. " Hey day ! fays John, this will 
never do ; I muft keep a good look oat 
upon thefe dogs» or they will get the ad- 
vantage of me." Away he goes to Frog, 
and begun to complain of the ill treat, 
ment which he had received. Frog, who 
had no mind cither to quarrel, or to cry 
peccavi, like a Qy, evafive where Ton as 
he was, fhrugged up his flioulders, dif- 
owned what his fervants had done, and 
faid, he fuppofed they only meant to kill 
game, and did not intend to hold poflef. 
fion. Bull was not to be put 0IF To ; his 
blood was up and he determined to treat 
Frog's fervants as they had treated Cafi- 
mir. So, calling a trufty old ftud out of 
his compttng houfe, " Here Bob,* faid he, 
take one of my fervants with a couple of 
blood hounds, and go to that part of the 
foreft where Peter Stiver has encroached, 
give him fair warning; tell him the land 
ii mine, and I will have it} if he gives up 
E at 

• Sir Robert Cirr'i «xH>»'»» •8"'"'^ Newwi- 
(krdiin, now Ncw'jrork. 
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at onc<i treat him well and tell him I'll 
give him leave to remain there ; but if he 
offen to make any refiftance, or hefitates 
about an anrwer. fet your dogs at him and 
drive htm offt kill his cattle and fet his 
houfe on fire; never fear, I'll bear you 
out in it." Away goes Bob and deliver- 
ed his roeflfage ; Peter at firll thought it a 
matter of amufement, and began to divert 
himfelf with it ; but as foon as the dogs 
opened upon him he found his miftake, 
and rather than run the rifk of being 
driven off, be quietly fubmitted to the 
conditions propofed. ** Hang it, faid he 
to himfelf, what care I who is my land- 
lord ? Gain is my obje£l ; I have already 
been at great expenfe, and have a prof^ 
pea of getting in cftate. To remove 
will ruin me; I'lltherefore ftayhere,and 
make money under Bull, or Frog, or any 
other mafter that will let me ^y," 

In a fubrequent quarrel which happen- 
ed between Bull and Frog — the latter 
feized 
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Teized upon this plantation again, and 
Peter recognized his old mafter ; bat up- 
on a compromife it was given up to Bull 
in exchange for a tra£l <rf fwamp* which 
lay far to the foulhward. Peter contin- 
ued on the ground through all thefe 
changes, and followed his bufinefs with 
great diligence, colle&ing game and pelts, 
and vending them fometimes to Mr, 
Bull, and fometimes to Mr. Frog. How- 
ever, Bull thought it bed, that in tdcen <tf 
fubjedioR, Stiver (hould change his name ; 
lo which he confented, and partly to 
pleafe his new mafter, and partly to re- 
tain the remembrance of his old one, h« 
afTumed the name of Bullfrog. 

The whole trafi which was thus got* 
ten from Frog, was thought too large for 
one plantation, and therefore Mr. Bull, 
in purfuance ^ the plan which he had 
formed appropriated the rents cS the 
plantation, on which Bullfrog was fcaU 
ed, to his brother, and the other was InC 
ed 

* Surrinan. 
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cd 10 two of his fervantt, Cartrut and 
Barkclay, and fometime after another 
tnGt wasfet off to William Broad- 
brim, whofe father bad beeaanaffidu- 
ous ratcatcher in Mr. Bull's family ; but 
more of this hereafter. 

Cartrut and Bareclay agreed to di- 
vide their land into two farms, which tiiey 
called the eaft and weft farms i* but when 
they came to mn the divifion line, their 
compafles differed fo much that they 
could not (is the boundary. This was 
one caufe of diQ'ention. Another was the 
different humors and difpofitions of thetr 
families. Tbofe on the Eaft farm were 
brought up under Mr. Bull's filler Psc^t 
and as it is well known that flie and her 
brother had long been at variance. To their 
domeftics bad got tinBured with the no- 
tions and prejudices of their refpedive 
families. The family on the Weft farm 
was made up of perfons who were fubje& 
to 

■ Eaft nd Wtlt Jerfey. 
t The church of Scotland. 
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to the epidemic ague or fluking palfy ;* 
with fome llragglet from Bullfrog't and 
Cafimir's bmiliei. From this divetfity 
of conltitutioni and humonn arofe bick- 
erings and quarrels^ a difindination to 
work and fubmit to famil/ government. 
Thefe diforders continued a long while, 
and bufinefs went on very llowly, till at 
length the heads of both families agreed 
to give up their feparate Into, and take a 
new one of the whole, and let Mr. Bull 
appoint an overfeer. By thefe means 
peace was reftored, and the new overfeer, 
who was fuppofed to be a defcendant of 
Julius C«SA«, gave the name of his an- 
ceftor to the farm, which has ever fince 
been called Ccsaki*. 

There was another portion of the for- 
ell, which lay fouthward of Walter Pipe, 
weed's plantation, and which no perfon 
had yet taken up, though fome had made 
attempts and had been driven off by the 
numberleli 
* The Qjiakcn. 

Ea 
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numberlefs mufquitoes and fand flies, 
which abounded in thofe {Jaoes. Mr. 
Bull was ftill defirous to reward his 
friends in the cheaptji flwfltier, and at the 
fame time to keep his neighbors from en- 
croaching upon him* and fecure the pof- 
fcQioD of the foreft to bimfelf. In pur- 
fuance of his plan, and to make fhort work 
of it at once, he leafed the whole of this 
fouthem extremity to Charles Ihoi- 
00/ who was expreisly ordered to take 
under his care and into his family all per- 
(bns who had attended Mr. Bull, in his 
late ficknefst <n quality of nurfes, drag, 
gifts, apothecaries, laundreflcs, uphoL 
fters, portcTB, watchers, &c Sec. Zy this 
order Charles found himfelf at once fur- 
rounded by a hrge body of retainers of 
various ranks and qualities, and being a 
fpeculator himfelf, he employed a fpccu- 
lative man, Mr. Padlock^ who had writ- 
ten a large treatife upon Idtai^ to draw 
up fome rules, for the management of 
fuch a family, intending when he fliould 

build 
* The Cwoliu campujr. 
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build an houfe, to pafte it up in the par« 
lour, as a direSory to his wife. Accord- 
ingly Mr. Padlock went to work, and with 
an exquifite mixture of political and met* 
apbylical knowledge, diftinguifhed be- 
tween the hall, the parlour, the drefling 
room, the gallery, the muficrootn, the 
bed chambers, the chapel, the kitchen, the 
water dofet, Sec fiiewing what was to be 
done in each, and the proper fobordina. 
tion of one to the other, all which would 
have been of excellent fervice in a palace, 
and among people who had got to a high 
degree of refinement, but was ill fuited to 
the circumftances of new adventurers in a 
fored. They rather needed to be in- 
flni^ed in ^e method oi felling trees, 
draining fwamps, digging clams, guard- 
ing againft mufquitoes, killing wolves and 
bears, and ereding huts to keep off the 
weather. To thefe necefiary affairs they 
were obliged to attend, and Mr, Padlock's 
fine fpun rules were laid by and little 
thought of. 

CUARLSS 
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Charles had pitched upon a fandy 
point» between two brooVs, for his man- 
fion houfe, and bad made a fmall begin, 
ning, when his repofe was difturbed by 
one Aucu3TiNE,*alabberIyfellow,who 
had taken a Jeafe of Lord Strut, and liv- 
ed farther fouthward. This Strut was 
the largell landholder in tlie country, and 
was never fatis6cd with adding field ro 
field. He had already got much more 
riian he could manage, and had greatly 
impoverithed his homeftead by attending 
to his extra territories. His tenants were 
infe^ed with the fame land fever, and 
wifhed to have no neighbors within fight 
or call. From this envious difpofition 
Auguftine coUe^ed a rabUe of loufy fel- 
lows, and was coming to difpoflefs Charles, 
thinking him too weak to make a defence j 
but Charles was a lad of too much f^nk 
to be brow beaten. He armed all his 
people with feme weapon or other, and 
advanced till he came within fight of the 
place 

* St. Auguftine in Flgridi. 
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place where Augulline was, who on fee. 
iog hinii took wit in his anger, and went 
back, without attempting any niilchief. 

Another difficulty which Charles ex- 
peded to encounter was from the wild 
bealb ; but luckily for htm, thefe crea- 
tuics got into a quarrel among them- 
felvcs, and fought with each other till 
they bad thinned their numben confider. 
bly, fo that Charles and bis companions 
could venture into the woods, where they 
caught Tome few and tamed them, ai was 
thflufualpra&ice among all Mr.Bull's ten- 
anu at that day. Of this praj^ice a more 
particular account Dull be given in my 
next letter. Adibv. 
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L S T T E R V. 

Mr, fiuLL'j projeS of lamittf wild anU 
mats. — Its execution hy fas tenants. — 
Their different notims and conduS in 
tAis matter. 



Y OU rouft have remarked in jrour 
acquaintance with the life and character 
of Mr. John Bull, that he is vety whim- 
ficalj and as pofitive as whimfical. Among 
other advantage! which he ozpefied from 
the fettlement of hii Forefi, one was, that 
the wild animalcwhom nature had made 
ferocious and untraSable in the highelt 
degree, would be rendered tame and fer- 
viceable, by receiving indruSion and edu- 
cation from the nurturing'band of hu- 
manity. He had conceived a notion that 
every creature has certain latent princi- 
ples and qualitia which form > founda- 
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tkm for improvement ; and he thought it 
a great piece (tf injuftice that thefe quali. 
ties (hould be fuffered to remain unculti- 
vated : he had a mind that experiments 
Ihould be attempted to difcover how far 
this kind of cultivation was pra&icable, 
and what ufe could be n»de of the ani- 
mal powen under the direAion and con- 
trol of rational government. Full of 
this idea, he came to a refolution, that tt 
fliould be the duty of every one of his 
tenants to catch wild beafts of various 
forts, and difcipHne them fo as to find out 
their feveral properties and capacities, and 
ufe them accordingly; and this kind of 
fervice was mentioned in their refpeflive 
leafes as one condition of the grants. 

Some of the tenants, particolarly Pere- 
grine Pickle, John Codline, and Hum- 
phry PloaghOiare, entered zealoufly into 
the meafure from principle. They had, 
during Mr. Bull's ficknefs and delirium, 
before fpoken of, formed an alTociation 
for 
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for their mutual fafety.* The object of 
their union was two fold : 6rft, to endea- 
vour by all fair means to tame and difci- 
pline the wild beafb j and fecondly, in 
cafe of their proving refra^ory, to defend 
themfelves againfl their attacks. The 
other tenants did fometbing in the fame 
way t fome from one principle, and fome 
from another. Peter Bullfrog, who wag 
as cunning as any of them, made ufe of 
thofe which he had tamed as his caterers, 
to provide game for his table, of which 
the feathen and furs ferved him as arti. 
cles of traffic, and brought him in a pro- 
fitable return. 

The principal confideration (fetting 
afide interell) which induced the more 
zealous of the Forefters to enter into this 
buGneft, was an idea, that thefe animals 
were a degenerated part of the human 
fpecies, and might be rellored to their 
proper rank and order if due pains were 
taken. The grounds of this opinion were 
thefe : 

* The uniteil cotooiei st New Eoglutf, 1C4J. 
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tliefe : Among the traditions of the ancient 
Druiols there was a ftoiy, that out oftvtelvt 
families which inhabited a certain diRtiQ 
by themfelvet, ten had been loft, and no 
account could be given of them j and, 
Where, faid they, is it more likely to find 
them than in this fbreft, in the ihape of 
fome other creatures f efpecially, if the 
doctrine of transmigration, which 
the Druids held be true. Another tra. 
dition was, that one of Mr. Ball's great 
great uncles, by the name of Afaiioi, had 
many years ago difappeared, and the laft 
accounts which had been received of him 
was, that he had been feen goingtowards 
this forcft 1 hence it was concluded that 
his defcendants muft be found there. In 
confirmation of this argument, it was al. 
leged, that the founds which fome of 
thefe creatures made in their bowlings, 
refembled the language fpoken in that 
day; nay, fome were pofitive that they 
had heard them pronounce the word 
Madokauando ;• and one hunter roundly 
fwore 
* Theunwora StchematPmabliMt. 
t 
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Twore that he bad feen in the den of a 
bear, an old hok which he fuppofed to be 
a Bibie written in the Celtic language, and 
this book they concluded mull have been 
left there by Maiol, who could read and 
fpeak no other language. Another very 
material circumflance was the difcovery 
of a rock by the fide of a brook * in- 
fcribed with fome chara£lera which bore 
no refemblance to any kind of writing, 
ancient or modern ; the conclufion from 
hence was, that it muft be of (he remot- 
efl antiquity : this rock was deemed an 
unaccountable curiofity, till a certan vir- 
tuofo took into his noddle, firft to ima. 
ginc, and then to become extremely po. 
fitive that the charaders were Punic ; and 
finally this infcription was tranflated, and 
aHirmed to be nothing left than a treaty 
of alliance and commerce between the 
Pheniciam and the firft inhabitants of 
this foreft. From all thcfe premifes it was 
inferred, 
• The celebnt«a rock, at Di^ton. in MiflKhu- 
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inferred, with ronieplauribi]ity,and more 
pofitivenefs, that one fpecies at leaft of the 
favage animals was defcended from Madok, 
and that the others were the pofterity of 
the long IoH ten families, who were well 
known to have had a commercial con- 
nexion with the PhenicianSt and that 
thefe probably found out their haunt, 
and followed them for the fake of their 
former friendfhip. What happy light 
do modern difcoveries and conje£lures 
thrown on the dark pages of antiquity ! 

From thefe principles, as well as from 
motives of humanity and of intereft, fome 
of the Forefters entered with zeal on the 
conGderation and pradice of the beft 
methods to fulfil this condition of their 
grants, the difciplining the favage ani- 
malsy and they certainly deferve praife for 
their honell endeavours ; but, others who 
pretended to the fame zeal, it is to be la. 
mented, made ufe of this pretence to cov- 
er their vanity or their avarice. Had 
none 
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none but gende means been ufed, ie 
it probable more good might, on the 
whole, have been produced i but as it 
often happens that many a good projea 
has been ruined for want of prudence in 
the execution, fo it fared with this i for 
while the new comers were bufy in 
putting up their huts, and preparing the 
land for cultivation, both which were 
necelTary before they could attend to any 
other buGnefs, fome of the favage tribe 
would be a litde impertinent, either by 
peeping into the huts, or bieaking up 
a neft where the poultry were hatching, 
or carrying olfa chick or a gofling. Thefe 
impertinendes bred frequent quarrels, 
and the poor creatures were fometimes 
driven otF with bloody nofes, or obliged 
to hop on three legs, or even laid fprawU 
ing and flyly covered with earth, no fer- 
vice or ceremony being faid over the car- 
cafs, and no other epiuph than " Poh, 
they are nothing but brutes, and where's 
the 



.CD, Google 



THK FOREST£RS. 65 

the harm <tf killing them !" or in rhyme 
that: 

" Tit for tat, tit far tat, 

') He lUrie my chick ud I brdu hit badt>" 

Whatbvir pUufible excufes migbt 
have been made for thefe proceedings, 
tbey ferved to render the creatures jealous 
of their new neighbors 1 but inftead of a- 
bating their appetite formifchiefj it Ourp. 
ened their invention to take more Oy 
methods of accomplifliing it. Tbe more 
wary of them kept aloof in the day time, 
and would not be enticed by the arts 
which were ufed to draw them in ; how- 
ever, they were fometimes pindied for 
food, and the new inhabitants ufed to 
throw crufts of bread, handfuls of com, 
and other eatables, in their way, which 
allured them by degrees to familiarity. 
After a while it was found that nothing 
facceededroweUasiMAi/«. It was there- 
fore thought a capital manceavre to drop 
a tndn of it on the ground, which the 
F s creatures 
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creatures would follow, licking it, till they 
had inlenfibly got up to the doors oS the 
hoafes, where, if any body held a bowl 
or a plate befmeared with the liquor, they 
would come and put their nofes into it, 
and then you might pat them on the back 
and fides, or ftroke them, faying, '* Poor 
Bruin, poor Ifgrim, poor Reynard, poor 
Pufs," and the like, and they fliould fuf- 
fer themfelves to be handled and fondled 
till they dropped afleep. When they a- 
waked they would make a moan and wag 
their tails as if they were aflcing for more, 
and if it was denied them, they would 
retire to the woods in difguft, till the fcent 
of the molaffes operating on their deprav- 
ed appetites, invited them to return where 
it was to be had. This was upon repeat- 
ed trial found to be the mofi effedual way 
of taming them, as they might be taught 
to imitate any kind of tricks and geftures 
if a difli of molalTes was held out as a re- 
ward. 

Tut. 
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The Forefters knew that the/ could 
not ingratiate themrelves betterwith their 
old mafter fiull, than by humouring his 
itch for projeOs. They therefore took 
care to raife reports and write lettera from 
time to time concerning the wonderful 
fuccefs which they had met with in civil, 
izing the favage animals. Bull was great. 
]y pleafed with thefe reports, and made a 
pradice of fending prefents of trinkets to 
be diftribated among them j fuch as col. 
lars, earrings, and nofejewels. Several 
times fome of the moft flately and beft 
inftru£lcd of them were carried to his 
houfe for a (how, where he had them 
dreOed up in fcarlet and gold trappings, 
and led through all his apartments for the 
entertainment of his family, and feafted 
with every nicknack which his cook and 
confedioner could procure. He was fo 
fond of being thought their patron and 
prote£br. that he ufually fpoke of them 
as his rtd children, from the colour of their 
hides. It is not many years fince one of 
thero. 
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them, iflet being led through feveral fam. 
ilies and plantaions of the tenants, waa 
carried home to Mr. Bull's own houfe, 
drefTed in the habit of a clergyman, hav. 
ing been previouOy uught to lift hi« paw 
and roll his eyes as if in the aft of devo- 
tion, rbis trick was fo well carried on 
that the managen of it picked up a large 
pocket full of pence, by exhibiting him 
for a raree Ihow, and the money was ap- 
plied toward building a menagerie, when 
beads of all kinds might be brought and 
tamed. This project, like many fuch 
whims, has made more noife than profit j 
for moll of thofe who were fuppofed to 
be tamed and domelticated, after they had 
been fent back to their native woods, with 
a view to their being inHrumental in 
Uming their fellow favages, hare returned 
to their former ferocious habits, and fome 
of them have proved greater rogues than 
ever, and have done more mifchief than 
they could otherwife have been capable 

Mx. 
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Mr. Bull himfclf was once fo full of the 
project, that he got his chaplain and fonie 
others to form themfeWes into a club ; the 
profefled objed of which, wai to propa^ 
^att knowledge among thefe favage crea- 
tures. After fome trials which did not 
anfwer expe£btion, old Madam Bull con- 
ceived that the money which was coIIe£l. 
ed might as well be expended in teaching 
Mr, Bull's own tenants rhemfelves a lit- 
tle better manners; for fome of them 
were rather awkward and flovenly in their 
deportment, while others were decent and 
devout in their own way. Madam, as we 
have before obferved, was a great zealot 
in the caufe of uniformity^ and had a vaft 
influence over her fon, by virtue of which 
the attention of the club was principally 
dircQed to the promoting this grand ob- 
jeft. Accordingly, every one ^ the ten- 
ants was furntfhed with a Bible and a 
Prayer Book, a clean napkin, bafon, plat- 
ter, and chalice, with a few devotional 
traa$, and fome young advemnrera who 
had 
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had been educated in the family, were 
recommended as chaplains ; who had alfo 
by orders to keep a look out toward the 
favage animals, when they fitould fall in 
their way. 

The chaplains were tolerably well re- 
ceived in moft of the families ; but fome, 
particularly Codline and Ploughfhare, 
who gloried in being able to fay their 
prayers taitkout book, always looked four 
upon them, and would frequently fay to 
thetn, " Co, uke care of the favage ob- 
je&s of your miOion, and don't come here 
to teach us, till you have learned better 
yourfelves." The chaplains in difguf^, 
and perhaps in revenge, for they were but 
menoflikepaflions, would pout and fwell 
and caWfckifmatic and other canonical nick 
names, of which there is extant a large 
vocabulary, and would frequently write 
letien, much to the difadvantage of their 
opponents. It is not many years fince 
they, with the dub which fent them, were 
pretty 
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pretty feverely handled by one of Cod- 
line's own chaplains, and it is fuppofed 
that they have ever fince been more mod- 
ell ; certain it is that they are now on 
better terms with their neighbors than 
formerly ; this may, in part, be owing to 
Mr. Bull's deferting them and reBifing to 
pay them for their fervices erer fince the 
time that he began to quarrel with his 
tenants. On that occaGon fome of them 
removed their quarten ; others kept their 
old places and have got along as well as 
they could without the help which they 
formerly received. 
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LETTER VI. 

Adventures of Charles Indico and Pe- 
ter Pitch. — Chara^er o/'Wh.i.iam 
B R o A D B R 1 M.— ffij projeHs, principles, 
end afpecimen of his harrengws. 



1 HAVE obferved, in a former 
letter^ that the leafe which Mr. Bull gave 
to Charles Indigo, obliged him to receive 
into his family all fuch perfons as had 
been attendants on Mr. Bull during his 
ficknefs, and for whom be had no other 
means of providing. Thisgeneral indul- 
gence procured to Charles the reputation 
of a very friendly, hofpitable perfon^ and 
induced great numbers of other people 
of various characters, views, and interefls, 
Co feek an afyluro within his limits. A- 
boutthis time old Lewis had grown Hckand 
peeviCb, and had feverely cudgelled fome 
of 
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of his apprentices, becaufe they did not 
make their P's and Q's exa^y to his 
mind,* The poor fellows, to prevent 
worTe treatment, fled from his houfe, and 
took refuge with Mr. Bull, who treated 
them civilly, and recommended them to 
the Foreft, where they difperfed them- 
felves in the feveral families of his tenants, 
and a lai^ party of them took up their 
abode with Charles, to whom they prov« 
ed an induftrious, profitable acquifition, 
though fome of the family looked a little 
fourly upon them. 

Th IS (iictltty<^admittingftrangers pro- 
duced an efft£t which had almoft proved 
fatal to the reputation of the family ; for 
a number of highwayment alfo fought 
Ihelter there, and by means of their gold 
and filver, which they had in plenty, 
made friends in the houfe, and were ad- 
mitted hy night at a back door. After a 
while 

• Rerocation of the edift of Nams, bjr LewliXlV. 
i«5. 

t Rratet. 

G 
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while they grew more bold, and came in 
the day time, under the difguife of ped. 
lare,with pacAs on their flioulders. One 
of them a^ually took his ftand behind a 
comer of one of the fences, from whence 
he rallied out on travellers ; this comer ob- 
tained, from that circumftance, the name 
of Cape Fear ; and as the firfl: names <^ 
places are not eafily got rid of, it retains 
the name to this day, and perhaps will ev- 
er retain it. Here the rafcal intended to 
have built himfelf a lodge, and taken up 
his quarters for life ; but the matter was 
now grown fo public, that Charles, for the 
honour of his family, ordered all ftrag. 
glers to be feized, and this fellow in par- 
ticular, after a fevere ftruggle, was appre- 
hended and brought to ju^ce. 

The fame fpot was afterward taken 

pofleOionof by Peter PiTCH,*a poor 

fellow who got his living as he did his 

name, from colleding the refinous juice 

of 

* NonhcaroliM. 
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of the numerous pines which grew there- 
abouts. He had to work hard and fare 
hard, and go a great way for his vi£hials 
and clothes ; but after he had lived alone 
for feme time, he picked up one or two 
acquaintances of his own ftamp, and they 
formed a family, which was at fird rather 
diforderly. Farther difcovery of the 
lands, and the advantage of the water car- 
riage, induced fome other people to fit 
down by him, and in procefs of time he 
became forerpe£table as to be noticed by 
Mr. Bull, who, though he never gave him 
a leafe in form, yet let him have cloth and 
haberdafliery upon credit, and took his 
pitch in payment as faft as he could atU 
U&it. This kept him in a dependent fiat^ 
and fubjefled him to impoGtiona from 
Ball's clerks and journeymen. About 
twenty years ago. Bull fent him a taylor 
to try oni new coat,* which was fo Arait 
that it fplit in feveral places, and never 
could be altered fo as to fit him 1 but he 
was 
* InftincAion>iaNorthcinriiiMfi7)i. 
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was obliged to wear it rather than quarrel 
with his patron. This fame taylor was 
remarkable for cabbaging, as Peter Bull- 
frog and Humphry Ploughfiiare have fine© 
had large experience. 

To finifli what relates to Charles Indi- 
go» I (hall obfcrve, that the land on which 
he began his plantation, was in general fo 
wet and miry, that it was unfavourable to 
the produfiion of wheat, and it was fo( 
fome time doubtful whether he would be 
able to raife his own bread. Chance at 
length effe£ted what labour and ingenui. 
-ty could not: a bird of paflage having 
dropped fome kernels of rice in his dun^ 
it was found to thrive exceedingly well ; 
from whence the hint was taken, and rice 
became the fiandard grain (^ the planta- 
tion. By the cultivation of this, and (tf a 
weed which was ufeful to the dyers, he 
grew rich, and made a fightly figure a- 
mong his neighbours in point of drefs and 
equipage i though hu conotenance is 
lather 
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nelier faOow.and he u fubjea to frequent 
Ktarns of the intermittent fever. 

By the extenfive leafe given to Indigo 
and his aiTociates, moll of Mr. Bull's de- 
pendants and attendants were provided for, 
and their fervices recompenfed with a 
Aew of generofity on his part, and of fat. 
is&aion on theirs. I have before juft 
hinted at a grant made to William 
BaoADaRiM,* of ivhich I Ihall now give 
a.more particular account. 

His father had been an old fervant of 
Mr. Bull, and had been employed in the 
veiy laborious and necelTary buliners of 
catching and killing rats. In this employ, 
ment he was fo very dexterous and fuc- 
eefsful, that he recommended himfelf 
highly to his matter, who not only allow, 
ed him Urge wages, but promifed him 
farther recompcnfe. During Mr. Bull's 
ficlnefs, the care and diligence of this 
faithful fervant had been unremitted, and 

T, ,, I"" 

fto nrjrlTania. 

Ga 
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his merits were therebjr increafed, fo that 
Mr. Bull, oa his recovery, found himCdf 
deeply indebted to him, and he Aill coiu 
tinned his fervices ; till worn out with age 
and infirmity, he died and had an honor- 
able funeral. 

His fon William then became his heir, 
and folicited for payment of the ar- 
rears due to his father, which Mr. Bull, 
anording to the maxim he had laid down 
for himfelf, and ut;ged by the neceflity of 
the occafion, propofed to difchai^ by a 
leafe of part of the Foreft. This hap- 
pened to fall in, exaaiy, with William's 
views, which were of a lingular nature. 

About this time a nervous diforder 
appeared in Bull's family, which went by 
thcnameoftbe^flim^^o^.» We fliall 
not pretend to trace the caufes of it, as the 
origin of fuch things is often obfcure and 
impenetrable j but the effieOs were, a 
trembling of the nenru, a Iliffnefs in the 
nedc 
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Deckandfhoulden^andabefitancy in the 
fpeecb, fo that it was impoffible for the 
patients to pronounce certain words and 
iyilables^ fuch as Sir, Madam, your Hon- 
or, my Lord, ice. nor could one of them 
raife bis hand to take off his hat, or hold 
it on the book when an oath was to be 
adminiftered. 

Mr, Bull's choleric temper miGnter- 
preted this natural infirmity into a fullen 
difrefpeA. When be found a change in 
the behaviour of thefe domeftics ; that 
inftead of bowing to him they flood up- 
right as a maypole, and inflead of Sir, and 
your Honor, they could utter nothing but 
Friend, be grew angry, and made a pretty 
free ufe of his fill i and when he found 
that they could not be cured by fuch 
means, he thruft fome of them into a dark 
dofet, and (hut them up till they flioold, 
as he termed it, ** learn better manners ;" 
and it is fuppofed he would have carried 
his re&ntment much further, but for this 
circumftance 1 
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drcamftance ; William Broadbrim, who 
bad bimrelf ftrong rymptoms of ibe dir. 
ordcr, whirpered to Mr. Bull, tbal if be 
would give bim time to ripen a projeC^ 
wbich be had conceived, he would nd 
bim of all trouble with there people. 
William had a plodding genius, and the 
icheme with which his head was pregnant 
at this time, was nothing more or lefs than 
to make a fettlemcnt in the foreft, and 
take all thefe people \vith him. Bull, 
who was glad to get rid of them, and of 
the debt which he owed to William, read- 
ily fell in with the projea ; and a grant 
was made out under hand and feal, where- 
in William Broadbrim, and his heirs, 
were invelled with the right of foil, and 
all other privileges of proprietorOiip, in a 
certain part of the foreft, between the 
plantation of Marygold and that of Cart^ 
rut and Bareclay, being in the neighbor- 
hood of the fpot where CaGmir had re- 
built bis hut, and lived in an ambiguous 
£tuation, not knowing who was his land, 
lord. 
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lord. With him William made a peace- 
able compromifc, faying, " Friend, I will 
do thee no violence, there is room enough 
for us both." Cafimir was glad of fo 
good a neighbor, and he had reafon to be, 
for he throve more rapidly after this than 
before. 

William pitched upon a level piece 
of ground, where two large brooks met, 
for the Gtuation of his manfion houfe. 
and went to work to draw up rules for 
the government of his family. One of 
which was, that no perfon fhould be re- 
fafed admittance into it, or diflurbed in 
it, or cad out of it, on account of any 
natural inGrmity. Another was, that no 
arms, nor ammunition, fliould ever be 
made ufe of on any pretence whatever. 
The 6rft of thefe rules gained William 
great reputation among all fenlible men ; 
the latterwas a notion which candor would 
lead us to fuppofe proceeded from a love 
of peace, and the exercife of good will to- 
ward 
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ward his fellow creatures j though fome 
were fo illnatored as to imagine that it 
Vfu an effe^ of the diforder in his nerves. 

Whin any (^William's neighbors, 
who were of a different way of thinking, 
fpake to him of the impolicy of this rule, 
and a(ked him how he expefled to defend 
himfelf and his family againft the wild 
beaRs, if they fhould attack him; Wil- 
liam, who was fond of harangue, would 
anfwer thus — " There is in all crea- 
tures a certain tnftin£l, which difpofeth 
them to peace. This inftin^ is fo ftrong 
and fixed, that upon it, as upon a foun- 
dation, may be ere^cd a complete fyRem 
of love and concord, which all the powers 
of anarchy (hall not be able to overthrow. 
To cultivate and improve this inAind is 
the bufinefs of every wife man, and he 
may reafonably expeCt that an example 
of this kind, if fteadily and regularly ad- 
hered to, will have a very exlenfive and 
beneficial influence, on all forts of crea- 
tures; 
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■tiTFts ; even the wild beafts of the foreft 
will become lame as the Iambs, and birds 
of prey as harmlefs as doves. Doft thou 
not fee, friend, what influence my exam- 
ple has already had on thofe creatures 
which are deemed favage P I go into their 
dens with fafety, and they enter my hab- 
itation without fear. When they are 
hungry I feed them, when they are thirfly 
I give them drink, and they in return 
bear my burdens, and do fuch other kind 
offices as they are capable of, and I require 
of them. I have even tamed fome of 
them fo far, that they have fold me the 
land on which they live, and have ac- 
knowledged the bargain by a mark made 
with their toe nails on parchment. They 
are certainly fome of the beft natured crea- 
tures in the world ; their native inftind 
leads them to love and peace, and focia- 
Inlity, and as long as I fet them a good 
example 1 have no doubt they will follow 
it. When fuch is my opinion and expec- 
tation, why fliould I be anxious about 
what 
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what may, and I traft never will happen ? 
Why (hould I put myfelf in a poflture of 
defence againft thofe who may never at- 
tack me P or, why (hould I, by the ap. 
pearance of jealoury and diftruft on my 
part, oSend thofe who now put confi. 
dence in me ? No, no, I will not fuppofe 
that they will ever hurt me. I will not 
fuSer the carnal weapon to be feen in my 
houfe, nor (hall one of my family ever 
learn the deteftable pra&ice of pulling the 
trigger. I leave the inftruments of de* 
firudion to the offspring of Cain and the 
feed of the ferpent ; while I meekly imi- 
tate the gentlenefs of the Iamb, and the 
innocence of the dove." 

With fuch harrangues William would 
frequently entertain himfelf and his 
friends, and he was fo fangnine in his be- 
nevolent projeQ, that inftead (^ having 
his own name, as was ufnal, written over 
his door, he bad the words brotherly 
LOVE, tranflatcdinto^ Greeklangoage, 
and 
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and mfcrilxd in golden chani^ri, as a 
ftanding invitation to perions of all ns- 
tioni and cbara&cia to come and take 
flidter under fail roof. 
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L B T T E R VII. 

Dijfentioni i tt B r o a d b r i u^sf amity.— His 
averfion tojire arms and its confequence. 
Mr. Bv ll' s ftMnd^clnefSf and fecond 
marriage. — HisprojtB of making a new 
plantation. — The care of it committed to 
G«ORCE Trusty. — Trout Jijkery tf- 
tablijhed at tke plantation 0/ Alexan* 

DXR SCOTUS. 



J. HE general invitation which 
'William Broadbrim had given to all per- 
fonswho were deftitute of a home, to come 
and take flielter under his roof, and the 
gentle humane treatment which thofe 
who accepted the invitation met with, 
fpread his fame abroad, and brought him 
much company. Hii family was fome- 
times compared to the Ark of Noah, be- 
caufc there was fcarcely any kind of be- 
ing* 
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in^i of whatever fhape, dzc, complexion, 
diipofition, or language, but what might 
be found there. He had alfo the art to 
keep them pretty well employed. In- 
duflry, frugality, and temperance, were 
the leading principles of his family ; and 
their thriving was in a ratio compounded 
of thefe three forces. Nothing was want- 
ing to make them as happy a family as any 
in the world, but a difpolition among 
themfelvesp to live in peace. Unluckily, 
however, this defirable blefTmg, on ac- 
count of the variety of their humoua and 
JDterefts, was feldom found among them. 
Ambition, jealoufy, avarice, and party 
fpirit, had frequent out breakings, and 
were with difficulty quelled. It is need* 
lefs to enter into a very particular difcuf* 
lion of the grounds or effe£ls of tlicfe dif- 
fentions : family quarrels are not very 
entertaining either at home or abroad, un- 
lels to fuch as delight in fcandal. But 
Aere was one caufe of dilTcntion which it 
would be improper not to notice, becaufe 
I have 
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I have already hinted at the principle 
from which it proceeded, WiUiam** 
averfion to fire arms was fo ftroDg, that 
be would not fuffer any of his family to 
moleft the wild inhabitants of the foreft, 
though they were ever fo mifchievous. 
While the family was fmall, the lavage 
animals who lived in the neighborhood 
being well fed, were tolerably tame and 
civil, but when the increafed number of 
the family had penetrated farther into the 
foreft, the haunts of the natives were dif. 
ilurbed, and the draggling labourers were 
fometimes furprifed, and having nothing 
to defend thtmfelves with, fell a lacrifice 
to favage refentment. Remonftrances 
were prefented to Mr. Broadbrim one 
after another, but he always infifted on 
it that the fufferer muft have been the 
aggreflbr, and that " they who take the 
fword muft expe£^ to perifti by the fword." 
At length the dead corpfe of one of the 
labourers, mangled and torn in a dread- 
ful manner, was brought and laid at the 
door 
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door (tf William's parlour* with a label 
affixed to the breaft, on which were writ- 
ten thefe words, "Thou thyfelf muft be 
aocoonted my murderer^ becaufe thou 
didft deny me the means of defence." At 
fight (tf this horrid fpe&cle. Broadbrim 
turned pale I the eye of hii mind looked 
inward ! Nature began to plead her own 
canfe within him I he gave way in fome 
degree to her (^rations, though contrary 
to his preconceived opinion, and with a 
trembling hand figned a pcrmiflion for 
thofe to ufe the carnal weapon,f who could 
do it without fcruple t and when they 
alked him ibr money to buy guni, pow* 
der and ball, he gave them a certain fum 
to provide the neeejaries of life, leaving 
them to put their own conftru£lion on the 
words. By degrees his fqueamifhncfs de- 
ereafed, and though ic is imagined he has 
(liU fome remainder of il^ yet neceflity has 
To often overctnne it, that there is not 
much 

* StiM houfe, tfSS- 
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much faid ontbe fubjefi, unleCi it be very 
privately and ztnoag/riends. 

DuRiKG the time of which we have 
been fpeakingt Mr. John Bull had under- 
gone another ficknefs/ not fo long nor fo 
violent aa the former, but much more 
beneficial in its effeCls. His new phyfi- 
cians had adminiAered medicines which 
compofed his nerves ; he eat, drank, and 
fiept more regularly ; and he was advifed 
to marry again, for his former wife had 
died of a confumption a little before this 
£cknels came on. By thefe means his 
vigour was renewed, but fiill his whimfi- 
cal difpofition remained, and broke out 
on feveral occafions. When he viewed 
his extenfive foreft, now planted and 
thriving, under the honefthand of indus- 
try, he thought within himfelf that lUU 
greater advantages might be derived from 
that territory. There was yet a part of it 
unfctded between the plantation of Charles 
Indigo, andriie dominions of Lord Strut i 
and 

* The RnoliUMii, iMI. 
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and Bull thought it a pity to let fo much 
remain a wildernel«. The odier planta- 
tions bad been made by difcontented fer* 
vants and needy adventurers, who. ftrug. 
gling with hardlhtps. a fleady perfe- 
Terance had furmounted many difficuU 
ties» and obtained a comfortable living. 
» Now, faid Bull, if thefe fellows have 
done fo well, and got fo far aforehand, 
without having any capital of their own 
to begin with, what cannot be done by the 
foice of my great capital ? If diey have 
performed fuch wonders, what greater 
wonders may be brought into view by my 
own exertions, with all the advantagei 
which it is in my power to command ? 
To it. boys. I TOW I'll have a farm of my 
own that fliaU beat you all !" — Having 
hit upon this projeQ; his brains immedi* 
ately became pregnant widi ideas ; but 
according to ^e rule which he had latdy 
prefcribed to himfelf, he communicated 
the matter to his wife. This good lady 
was not free from an ambitious turn of 
mind. 
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mind. She was extremely fond of har. 
ing it thought that ihe had great influence 
over her bufband, and would fometimet 
gratify his humour at the expenfe of her 
own judgment, rather than not keep up 
this idea. His expectations from bis new 
projeft were very languine. The land 
on which he had caft his eye was enough 
for a large farm ; it had a fouthern tx- 
pofure, it was warm, rich and fertile in 
fome parts, and in otheA boggy or Tandy. 
He had converfed with fome foreigners. 
who told him that it was proper for the 
cultivation of wine and fllk, and he im- 
agined that if he could but add thefe ar. 
tides to the lift of his own produ6lion^ 
there would be a great faving in the fam- 
ily. Mrs. Bull too was pleafed with the 
idea of having her filk gowns and ribbands 
of her own growth, and with the expeQa- 
tion of having the vaults filled with wine, 
made on her own plantation j for thefe and 
other good reafoos. her thereunto mov- 
ing, madam gave her confent to the proj- 

ea. 



.coy Google 



THB FOREST£RS. 93 

e€t. Theperfon appointed to cany it 
into execution was George Trujly* a fenL 
ible well bred mercfaaot, but one who had 
only fpeculatcd in the fcience of agrtcul. 
ture, and knew nothing of it by experi- 
ence. Having colleded a number of poor 
people who were out of employment, he 
fenttfaem to the fpot^ with flri^ orders to 
work fix days in feven, to keep their tools 
free from rnd, and their fire arms in read- 
inefs for their defence. Whatever they 
fliould earn was to be their ovin as long as 
tbey lived, and after their death their pof. 
fcOions were to defcend to their^W. and 
iti default of male iCTue to revert to the o* 
liginal grantor. They were not allowed 
to ttfe black cattle in the labour of the 
field ; and were exprefsly forbidden to 
drink grog. Their bufinefs was to culti- 
vate vines and mulberry trees^ and to 
manufafiure wine and filk. Upon this 
proje£l another was grafted by the very 
fagadons Do8er Sjuintumt who chofetfais 
new plantation as the moft convenient 
fpot 
*TlwttBAea0f Ocoiiia, 1731. 
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Tpot in the world for a charity fchoo1» 
where Orphans might receive the beft, ed. 
ucation and be fitted to be the pillars of 
church and ftate. 

But notwithftanding the fums which 
Bull To freely lavifhed out of his bag* for 
the fupport of the vine and mulberry 
plantations ; and notwith {landing the coU 
le£lions which Squintum made among 
his numerous devotees, thefe proje£ti 
were either fo impra£licable in themrdves, 
or To ill condufled in the execution, that 
neither of them anfwered the expe£tations 
of the projeQors. For want of black cat- 
tle, the foil could not be properly Tilled ; 
and for want of grog, the labourers faint, 
ed at their work; the right of inheritance 
being limited to the male line, women 
and giris were not fond of living there, 
uid the men could not well live without 
them t land, cattle, women and grog, 
were to be had dfewhere, and who would 
be confined to (uch a place ? The land, 
too. 
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too^ was claimed by Lord Stmt, who 
fent them writs of ejedment. As to the 
Cbarity fchool, it was, on trial, found 
that the coft was more than the proBt, 
and the building which had fwallowed up 
tboufands of charity money, was finally 
confumed by fire. Poor George Trufty 
was difcouraged, and begged Mr. Bull 
to take the plantation into his own hands; 
however. Bull continued to fupptyhim 
with caOi, and he kept making attempts. 
Alterations were made in the terms of fet- 
dement, the reftri^ons were removed, 
cattle and grog were allowed, Lord Stmt 
was oufted, and pofleffion held i the 
fwamps were drained ; rice and indigo 
were cultivated inftead of filk and wine i 
and upon the whole, confiderable im- 
provements were made, though at fucb a 
vaftexpenfe, that Mr. Bull never faw a- 
ny adequate returns. 

Th t ill fttccefs of this adventure did 
not deter him from another proje^ He 
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was extremely fond of TrmU,*and thought 
if he could have them regularly catched 
and brought to his table, he (hould ex- 
ceed all his neighbours in delicate living ; 
and now and then be able to fend a mefi 
to his particular friends. Lord Peter's 
family too, he thought, would be glad to 
buy them, as they were very ufeful in the 
long lents, and frequent meagre days ob- 
ferved by them. There was a part of the 
foreft on the nortb-eafl quarter, which 
was very conveniently fituated for this 
employment.^ It had been occupied by 
Alexander. Scotus, a purblind feU 
low, who had flraggled Aitber no one 
could tell how; and it was matter of 
doubt whether he derived his right from 
Bull, or Lewis t for both c^ them laid 
claim to the land, and their daims had 
not been fairly decided In law. To make 
fure of tlie matter, Mr. Bull, by advice of 
his wife, fent a waggon to bring ofiF the 
family of Scotus, whom he diftributed a- 
mong 
* Cod fUbitrf- f Neva Scotii. 
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mong the other families of his tenants 1 
and in their room fent thither* a parcel 
of nalced, half ftarved people, who could 
live no where elfe, and fupported them 
for feveral yetrs with provilioos, fumilh* 
ed them with IkifFs, lines, hooks and oth- 
er implements to carry on the filberyj 
but every trout which they catched, eoft 
him ten times as much as if be had bought 
it in the common market; nor could 
he, after all, get half what he wanted for 
his own confumption. His trout (ilhery, 
and his mulberry plantation, rendered him 
the laughing ftock of his ndghboure, 
nor could he ever gain even the intereft 
of the money he had laid out upon them t 
while the foiellerswho had fettled at their 
own expenfe, grew rich and became re- 
fpefiable. He had indeed, the benefit of 
their trade, which kept his journeymen 
at work, and obliged him to enlarge their 
number i for the forefters had a refpeft 
for 

• 'Ut- 
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for tbeir old maftcr and landlord, and 
when they had any thing to fell, they a1. 
ways let him have the r^ufal of it, and 
bought all their goods of him. But 
though he called himfelf their father, and 
his wife their mother, yet he began to a* 
bate of his parental afFe&ion for them i 
and rather looked on them with a jealous 
eye, as if they were aiming to deprive him 
of his claim and fet up for independence. 
Had he been contented with the profits of 
their trade, as was certainly his intereft, 
they might have remained his tenants to 
this day ; but ambition, avarice, jealoufy 
and choler, inflamed by bad counfellors, 
have wrought fuch • feparation, that it 
is thought Mr. Bull will go mourning all 
the remainder of his days, and his grey 
hairs will be brought down with forrow 
to ^e grave. 
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LETTER 



Jllr. BuLL*a quarrel and fawjuit with 
Lewis and Lord Strut.— ife gains 
pofftffion of the whoU Forejl. 



In my former letters I have 
endeavoured to trace the feveral (teps by 
which the foreft became cultivated and 
peopled. Mr. Bull bad no lefs than 
fourteen tenants who held under him, and 
were fettled on lands which he claimed >i 
his own, and which he had granted to 
them in feparate parcels. Their names, 
and the enigmatical letters by which they 
didinguilhedthemrelves, were as follows : 



Alexander Scotus, 


N. S. 


Robert Lumber, 


N. H. 


John Codline, 


M. 


Roger Carrier 


R.I. 




Humphry 
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Humpbrj' FlongUhare, 
Peter Bullfrog, 
Julius Cc&r, 
Cafimir, 


C. 
N.Y. 

N.J. 
D. 


William Broadbrim, 


P. 


Cedliui Marygold, 
Walter Fipeweed, 
Peter Pilch, 


M. 

V. 
N. C. 


Charles Indigo, 
George Trudy, 


S.C. 
G. 



It was obrenred, that of all the adrcn- 
turers, tfaofe generally were the leafi 
tkriviitg, who received mojl affijianct 
frotn their old mailer. I cannot tell 
whether it was owing to their being em- 
ployed in buHnefs to which they had not 
ferved a regular apprenticeffiip^ or to a 
natural indolence, and a difpofition to 
continue hangers on where they bad got 
a good hold ; for it mu{l be noted, that 
Mr. Bull was very generous to fome per- 
fons, and on fome occafiom where it fuit- 
cd his fancy, and this difpofition in him 
was 
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wu fo previlent, «h»t they who kenned 
him, and would humor hit whimi, could 
work him out of any thing which they had 
a mind to. 

On the other hand, thofe adventurer! 
who came into the foreft on their own 
hook, and had no alliftance at all from 
their old mafter, nor any thing to help 
Ihemfelvei with, but their four limbs and 
five fenfes, proved to be the mod induH. 
trious and thriving, and after a while told 
up a good ellate. They all feemed to 
have an afieSion for Mr. Bull, and it was 
generally believed to be fincere. Hii 
houfe was ufiully fpoken of by them as 
their heme. His ware houfe was the cen- 
tre of their traffic ; and he had the ad- 
drefs to engrofs the profits of their labour 
and draw their earnings into his own fob. 
To Tome of them he would now and then 
make a prefent, to others he would lend a 
pack of his hounds,* when he was out of 
the 

* SliiioQ Aipi lod regimenti. 
I2 
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the humor of hunting ; but they vere 
genera]]/ ufelefs to them for the purpofe 
of fcouriog the woods, thofe who could 
Atford it]Eept dogs of their own, who wei« 
better trained to the game, and could Ixt- 
ter fcent the fbreft, being native curs, and 
not fo fpruce and delicate abreedasfiull's 
grey.hoands. 

It has been before obferved, that each 
end of the fortft was occupied by Bull's 
rivals. Hisold neighbour Lewis had got 
the north end, and Lord Strut the fouth. 
Bull's tenants had feated thenifelves chief- 
ly on or near the Ihore of the lalce, and had 
not extended very far back, becaufe of the 
beads of prey j but Lewis, like a cunning 
old fox, had formed a fcheme to get foot, 
ing in the inlerior partt of the country, 
and prevent thefe planters from penetrat- 
ing beyond the limits which he intended 
to aOign them. His emiflaries had been 
fent Oily into the diftant parts of the far- 
ed, under pretence of laming thefe beads 
of 
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of prey I bat in faft they had halved the 
natter with them, and had themfelvei 
become as favage as the beads had become 
tame. They would ran, leap and dimb 
with them and crawl into their dens, im- 
parting to them a lid of mtlaffti out of 
their calabafiif and teaching them to 
fcratch with their paws the fign of a croft. 
They had built feveral hunting lodges on 
the mod convenient pafles of the brooks 
and ponds, and though thus fcattered in 
the wood, were all united under one o- 
verfeer, called Onontio,* who lived in 
the manhon-houfe of St. Lewis's Hall. 

It was matter of wonder among Bull's 
tenants, for fome time, what could be the 
reafon that the wild beads had grown 
more furly and fnappiOi of late than for- 
merly ; but after a whil^ fome hunters 
made a difcovery of the new lodges, which 
the emilTaries of Onontio had ere^d, and 
tiie defign of them being apparent, a gen- 
eral alarm was raifed in the plantations. 
On 

* Tbe gOTcriMr of Cinida. 
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On the 6rft news, Walter Pipeweed Cent 
his grandfon Gtcrgt* a llnart, aSive, Uve. 
ly youth, acrofs the hills, with his compli. 
ments to the intruders, deBring them to 
move off, and threatening them with a 
writ in cafe of noncompliance. This 
modeft warning being ineffeaual, it was 
thought that if an Unim conld be formed 
among the tenants, they might make a 
Hand againll thefe encroachments. A 
meeting was held at Ornngi HaU,f but no 
efficient plan could be hit on, without a 
previous application to their landlord, 
who hearing of this meeting, conceived a 
jealoufy with regard to this union which 
feemed to be their obje£l, and thought it 
was better to retain the management of 
the matter in his own hands, and keep 
them divided among thcmfelves, but u- 
nited in their dependence on him. He 
therefore fent them word that " he had a 
very greu affeSion for them, and would 
uke care of tktir interel), which was alfo 
Ml 
• Wilhiiwoii, I7J3. fNlmj,ii». 
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his own ; ihat he would not fuffer old 
Lewis to fet his half tamed wild beafts 
upon'rtienif nor ejc€t them from their pof- 
fellions, but that he would immediately 
take advice of his council, learned in the 
law, conjuring them hy the affe^ion which 
they profefled to bear towards him, to fae 
aiding and aflifting in all ways, in their 
power, towards bringing the controverfy 
to an ilTue. 

At this time, the fteward, to whom 
Mr, Bull entnifted the care of his bufi. 
nefs, was not a perfbn of that difcemment 
and expedition which the exigent of af- 
foirs required. He had committed divers 
blunders in bis accounts, and it was fuf- 
pe^ed that he was a defouher in more 
refpe^ than one. It cannot, therefore, 
be expe&ed, that in conducting a contro- 
verfy of this magnitude, he fhould exaftly 
hit on the right methods, nor employ the 
beft council which could be had. The 
firft ftep which wu taken was to fend 
Sroadoak 
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Broaioak* the bailiFF, with a writ of in- 
tniGoD, which he was ordered to fervc 
voUm nolens, upon one of the mefTuages 
or hunting feats of Lewis. This bailiff^ 
proceeding rafhiy and againft the beft ad. 
vice into the foreft, not a ftep of which he 
was acquainted with, found his progrels 
impeded in a way wholly unexpected. 
For Onontio had taken care to place a 
number of his half tamed wild cats and 
wolverenes on the boughs of trees, which 
hung over the path, and as foon as the 
bailiff came within reach, having 6rft 
wetted their tails with their own urine, 
they whilkcd it into his cyts till they 
blinded him. This manoeuvre put a ftop 
to the procefs for that time. 

Several other attempts of the like 
kind were made without fuccefs, and Lew- 
is at one time had almofl got pofTeOion of 
Orange Hall.-f Not only the forefters 
themfelves, but even Bull's own domef- 
tics, 

• BraiMock, 1755. f 1757. _ 
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tics, complained bitterly of thefe ineflFec 
tual meafures, and their clamors at laft 
prevailed to make him difchaTge his old 
flevrard, and put another into his place. 
The new officer* foon changed the face of 
affairs j he employed no attorneys, nor 
bailiffs, but thofe of tried and approved 
abilities, men of enterprize and refolution, 
by whom the fuit was profecuted in good 
eameft. In every adion Bull recovered 
judgment, and got poflTeflion. When 
Lord Strut came in to -riie aid of Lewis, 
Bull cafl him alfo, and took away his ma- 
nor of Auguftine, which, with the whole 
tn& of land, where Onontio prefided, 
was annexed to his eftate. The agents 
who had been employed in this arduous 
fervice, were not only well paid for doing 
their duty, but, with the fteward, who em- 
ployed them, were honored according to 
the ancient, but whimCcal cuAom of Bull's 
family, by having their eflfigies portrayed 
on Ggn boards, pocket handkerchiefs, fnufiF 
boxes, 
' Pitt's adnuniflraiion. 
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iMxet, and punch bowls ; fo thit while 
the fit Ufted, yoo could not walk the 
Ilreets, nor blow your nofe, nor take a 
pinch of fnutF, nor a draught of punch, 
but you were obliged to JakU them. 

WHimvia Bull's fleward called np. 
on the forefters for their quotas of aid, to- 
wards carrying on this heavy lawfuit, they 
always readily afforded it ; and fome of 
them were really alraoft exhauBed by the 
efforts which they made, to do mart than 
their Ihare. The Reward was fo fenfible 
of their merit, that on due confoltatioo 
with Mr. Bull's wife, and her taking him 
in the right mood, he was prevailed upon 
to reimburfe the extra expenfe to them, 
and mutual complacency reigned between 
the landlord and tenants all the time this 
Ileward remained in office. But thefe 
times were too good to lafl long i there 
were fome who envied the Ileward his 
repuutioD, and raifed (lories to bis difad- 
vantage, which highly affronted him. At 
■Aia 
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this time Mr. Bull was fo much off his 
guard, as to give heed to thefe reports, 
and take a rafh (lep in a hurry^ whichhe 
had occafion to repent of at his leifure. 
He accepted the refignation of this trufty 
fervant, and put one of his* lifter Peg's 
call off footmen into his place ; whereby 
he laid a foundation for his own difgrace, 
and the difmemberment of his eftate, of 
which I fhall give you a particular ac- 
count hereafter, Adiku. 

* BiiK't «dnuniftrition> i7<(. 
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LETTER IX. 

Mr. Bull gets into debt, and iy the ad- 
vice of his new wife and her gambling 
companions, begins a quarrel with his 
tMonts, 



± O trace with precifion all the 
caufes, great and fmall, which operated to 
the difmembennent of John Bull's eftate. 
would be no cafy tafk i fome of them per- 
haps, were fecret, but of fuch, as were 
open to obfervation. we fhall endeavour 
to iketch out the principal. 

It is well known that he was of a cho- 
leric habit, and that thofe who were ac- 
quainted with his humor and paflions, 
could manage and impofe upon him at 
their pleafure. Had he been let alone to 
purfue hit own bufinels himfelf, his pbin, 
natural 
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natural good fenfe, and generoflty of 
mind, would have kept him clear of many 
difficulties ; but he had his advifers, bis 
hangers on, bis levee hunters, his toad 
eaten, and fycopbants, forever about him, 
who, like a parcel of blood fuckers, could 
never have enough to glut their voracity, 

Whzk the foreft was firfV occupied by 
l4ie tcnantSt Bu'l ^*^ ^ wife* who minded 
her own domeftic bufinefs, and did not 
concern berfelf with his landed tntereft. 
The leafes and grants were made out in 
kis name, and he was fuppofed to be the 
Owner or proprietor t but the lady whom 
he had married after his fecond ficknefs 
was very afluming, and infilled on having 
her hand in the management of all his af- 
fiiirs. She vifited the compting houfe, 
and made the clerlu Qiew her their books { 
ifae overhalled the Reward's accounts, and 
infpe£led his correfpondence t fbe not 
only looked after the rents and incomes 
of the foreft, bat even intnided into the 
houfchold 

*P«rtluDeAt. 
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houfehold concerns of the tenants, and 
afFe^ed to call herfelf their mother, be. 
caufe (he had taken feme care of one or 
two of them in their firft fetting out, al- 
though moft of them fcarcely ever had 
Teen her ^ce, or had any acquaintance 
with her, but by hearfay. 

It mud be obferved, alfo, that this 
woman had engaged Mr. Bull in fome 
expen five law fuits and fpeculations, which 
had got him deeply into debt, and he was 
obliged to hire money of ufurers to car- 
ry her fchemes into execution. Had flie, 
at the fame lime, introduced that frugal- 
ity and economy into the family, which 
her duty ought to have prompted faerto> 
this debt might have been kept down ; 
but the fwarm of harpies which were con- 
tinually about her, and the courfe of 
gambling which was carried on under her 
connivance and diredion, fwallowed up 
all the profits of the trade, and incomes 
of the land } while the luxury and dilH- 
pation 
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pation of the family fftcreafed, in proper, 
tion as the means of difcharging the debt 
^fcreafed. In fhort, Mr. Bull was reduc- 
ed to that humiliating condition, which, 
by whatever fafliionable name it may now 
go, was formerly called peHicottUgovem-* 
netU, 

During the lawfuit with Lewis and 
Lord Strut/ concerning the foreft, there 
had been a great intercourfe with the 
tenants. Many of Bull's fervants and 
retainers, who were employed as bailiffs 
and attornies, and their deputies, had 
been very converfant with them, and were 
entertained at their houfes, where they al. 
ways found whole fome visuals, jolly fire 
fides, and warm beds. They took much 
notice of every thing that paDed, afked 
many queftions, and made many remarks 
on the goodnefs of the land, the pleafant 
fituation of the houfes, the clean and 
thriving condition of the children, who 
were 

• Ww of 1 75*. 

Kft 
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were always ready to wait them, to clean 
their boots, hold their flirrups, open and 
Ihut the gates for them, and the like lit. 
tie neceflary Cervices, as well bred children 
in the country are wont. The remarks 
which thefe perfons made, when they got 
home, favored rather of envy, than of 
gratitude or affe£tion. Some of them 
would fay : ** Thofe fellows live too well 
in the foreil j they thrive too fad ; the 
place is too good for them ; they ought 
to know who is their mafter i they can 
afford to pay more rent { they ought 
to pay for the help they have had; if it 
bad not been for Mafter Bull, and the 
afliftance which he has lent them, they 
would have been turned out of doors ; 
and now they are to reap the benefit of 
his exertions, while he, poor man, is to 
pay thecoft." 

Thbre were not wanting fome, in the 

families of the Forefters themfelves, who 

had the meanncfs to crouch to thefe fel- 

lowa, and fupplicate their favour and in. 

tereft 
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tereft with Mr. Bull, to recommend them 
to Tome pofts of pro6t, as nndcrfiewards, 
c(^le£tor8 of rent, clerks (^ receipt^ and 
the like pretty offices. Thefe beggarly 
curs would repeat the fame language^ and 
hold correfpoodence with the bailifTs, at. 
tornies, &c. after they had got home. 
Whenever any trifling quarrel happened 
m the families of the tenants, they would 
magnify it and fill their letters with com- 
plaints of the licentioufnefs of the people, 
and plead for a tighter hand to be held 
over them. 

Such fpeeches as thofe were frequent- 
ly made, and fuch letters read, in the hear- 
ing cf Mr. Bull's wife and fteward. 
Their language grew by degrees 10 be 
the current language of the family, and 
Bull himfelfliftened to it. His choler 
Tofe upon the occafion, and when his 
hangers on obferved it, they plied him 
with llronger dofea, till his jealoufy and 
hatred were excited, and a complete re. 
Yoltttion in his temper, with regard to 
hu 
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his tenants, took place, agreeably to the 
moft fanguine and malevolent wilhes of 
his and their enemies. 

Th t firft effe£l of this change was, that 
his clerks were ordered to charge not on. 
ly the prices of the goods, which the ten. 
ants fhould purchafe, but to make them 
pay for the paper* on which their bills of 
parcels and notes of hand were written, 
and that at a very exorbitant rate. This 
wasib intolerable an abufe, and wirhal To 
mean, pitiful, and beggarly an expedient 
to pick their pockets, that they held a 
meeting among themfelves, and refolved 
not to buy any more of his goods, as long 
as this impofition lafted t and by way of 
contempt, they hanged and burned the 
effigies of the fteward, and other perfons 
who were fufpefled of having advifed to 
thefe new meafures. 

The refentment ffiewn by the terants 
on this occafion was quite unexpe£led. 
The 
* Stamp la, 1765, 
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The fecret favouren, and real authors of 
the mifchief, began to be afraid that the/ 
had gone too far for the firft attempt. 
Bull's journeymen were in an uproar a- 
bout it. left by the failure of his trade, 
they fhould be out of bread j and to 
fhorten the ftory, he was obliged to giva 
up the point of making them pay for the 
paper, though Madam had the fingular 
modefty to make a declaration, that it was 
a mere matter of expediency, and that Ihe 
had the fole power and right of dominion 
over them, notwithftanding Mr. Bull's 
mofi gracious concelBon at that time.* 

This was confidered by the tenants as 
a mod impudent and barefaced aHiimp. 
tion ; for whatever rights Mr. Bull might 
pretend to have, as their old mailer and 
landlord, yet they never had any idea of 
a mfirefi over them ; and though they 
very complaifantly returned him their 
thanks for his prefent goodnefs, yet as 
they 

* Rejeil of tbf flanp a^ and declanrtBiy aS) i7<C. 
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they furpeOed that there was more mif. 
chief hatching they began to inquire more 
narrowly than ever into his right and ti- 
tle to the land, on which they lived. 
They looked over old parchments and 
memorandums, confulted council learned 
in the law, and after due deliberation, 
they were fully convinced, that their owti 
title was, at leaft, as good as bis, and that 
they had a right to refiife him any rent or 
acknowledgment, if it were prudent for 
them to exerdfe it. 

Ma. Bull's jealoufy was now increafed 
with regard to their intentions, and his 
fcribbling retainers frequently accufed 
them of ingratitude and difobcdience, and 
a long premeditated delign to fet up ibr 
independence ; a thing which they had 
not yet thought of, and probably never 
would, if this abufive treatment had not 
put it into their heads. 

But though by thole means they were 
led into an inquury, and a train of think- 
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ing, which were quite new to them ; yet 
as old habits are not eafily broken, and 
their afFefiion for their maSer was very 
Urong, they endeavoured, with a candor 
which did them honor, to ttansFer the 
blame from him to his wife and ftewanj, 
to whofe machinations they knew he wai 
a dupe. Thefe bad counfellors foon re. 
newed their attempts in another fliape, by 
raifing the rent, and putting an advanced 
price upon the goods, and by means of 
additional clerks, packers, porters, watch- 
men, draymen, &c. who were continually 
in waiting, and to all of whom fees were 
to be paid, the trade laboured under great 
embarralTments, and fome of the fbrefters 
were quite difcouraged, others were vexed 
and impatient, while fome of the better 
tempered of them, endeavoured to per- 
fuade the reft to keep up the communi. 
cation as long as they could. They were 
loth to quarrel with their old mailer, and 
yet could not pocket the affronts and a. 
bufes to which they were daily expofed« 
DoHiMa 
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During this fullen interval, many let- 
ters paffed, many books and prec«lenti 
were examined, and much ink was fhcd, in 
a controverfy, which, however incapable 
of a dedjion In this way, might have heen 
ampTomifei, if Mr. Bull's firft thoughts 
had been as good as his fecond j but he 
was fo completely under management, as 
not to fee his true intereft. It was a com- 
mon faying among his neighbors, " John 
Bull's wit comes afterward j" and in faA 
it did not come in this cafe, till too late, 
for, when a caufe once gets into the law, 
there are fo many quirks, evafions, d&- 
nurt, and procraftinations, that it is im. 
poflible to make a retreat, till one or both 
of the parties have feverely fmarted for 
their temerity. 
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Mr. Bull attempts a newvwU of traffic 
which difgujis his tenants. — They refuft 
to receive his prefaUs. — His Jingaiar 
refentment againft John Codlinb, 
and the effeBs which it produced, 

PIAR SIR, 

I SUPPOSE you are by this 
time impatient for the flory of the lavr- 
fuit ; how it began and how it was carried 
on and ended. I will give it to you as 
briefly as fo long and intricate a matter 
will bear to be told j -and I am apprehen- 
five you will think that Mr. Bull was To 
ill a politician, or fo badly advifed, as ac- 
tually 10 pick a quarrel with his bell cuCa 
tomers. But h£!u will fpeak for them- 
felves. Know then, Chat by the advice of 
his dear wife and her gambling junto, Mr. 
L Bull 
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Bull was prevailed upon to feod a dozen 
pounds of tea to each of his tenants, as 4 
prefent, in token of his extreme good will to 
them, and becaufe he knewrthat they loved 
it, and at the fame time to order his clerks 
to charge three pence per pound for the 
paper and pack thread in which this ex. 
hilarating weed was wrapped. This tri- 
fling fum he expcQed would be paid on 
demand, in acknowledgment of their good 
will to him as their kind and generous 
landlord, who had prote£Ud and defended 
them againft all oppofers, and would flill 
continue to prated and defend them as 
his beloved children and obedient humble 
fervants. 

The knowledge of his intention hap- 
pened to come to them foooer than the 
prefent, and they began to argue thus a- 
mong thcmfelves — " Ha I how comes 
this ? What is freer than a gift ? If Mr. 
Bull really intends the tea as a prefent, 
why does he txaGt three pence ? Had he 
offered 
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offered it to us as an article of merchan- 
dife as ufual, we might have taken it if we 
had liked the pricf , or left it if we had not; 
but this is a new way of trading to which 
we have not been accuftomed. There ia 
a defign in this. If we receive this pref- 
ent and pay the trifling acknowledgment 
of three pence, by and by we fhall have a 
prefent with fix pence annexed, andan- 
otherwitha Ihilling, and fo on. If we once 
eftablifli a precedent there is no know- 
ing where to flop, and by thefe prefents 
we may be gulled out of all our loofe 
corns, and afterwards our real eftates may 
be demanded ! No, it is better to prevent 
an evil than to cure it. We will have 
none of your prefents, Mr. Bull, if this 
is to be the confequence. We have paid 
our debts weU-~you have had the exclu- 
fivt benefit of our trade, and have be- 
come rich by it, and now in your old age 
you are grown trickifli— It is time for oa 
to be on our guard and keep a Oiarp look 
out, for if a man does not take care of 
himfelf 
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htmfelf who can he expeQ trill take cars 
of him P" Fortified with thefe arguments 
they waited for the i^proach of the mc£> 
fcngers which were on the road with the 
prefent. 

Oh e of them came to Charles Indigo's 
houfe* and with Mr. Bull's compliments 
begged his acceptance of a package of 
tea — '* Throw it into that cellar, faid 
Cfaarlct, and let it lie there till 1 have 
confidered of the matter." 

Another came to William Broad- 
brim — but as the way to William's man* 
fion was through a long, crooked, miry 
lane, he had ordered the porter to Rop 
htm, and give him liberty to return with* 
out delivering his meflage. 

Piter Bullfrog did the fame, but 
fome part of the tea being fmuggled into 
the houfe, as foon as Peter knew it he 
threw it into the gutter. 

John 
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John Codline had the greatell dif- 
ficulty about Mr. Bull's prefent. He 
would gladly have fent back the meOen- 
ger, but unluckily for him the gate which 
led to his houfe was held fall by BuU'l 
under fteward, who coaftantly watched 
and attended there to obfenre who went 
in and out, which fervice he wai more 
particularly fond of, becaufe he expe£led 
a douceur for opening and (hutting the 
gate. Having admitted the meOenger 
and received his ptnnjt be ftiffly refuf- 
ed to let him out again without having 
delivered the prefent. The fee wai 
tendered, but this could not prevail ; the 
family were uneafy, they were loth to 
affront Mr. Bull, and yet determined not 
to receive his prefent. They could not 
account for the condu£fc of the undetw 
fteward on any other principle than this, 
that be expefted to get a fhare of the 
three pence per pound, and of all other 
profits arifing from future prefents j and 
was afraid he (hould lofe it if he let the 
L> meffenger 
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meOeoger Ktara. The family was called 
together in the chapel, when they held a 
long confultation. Tent feveral nieflage* 
to the under fleward, who held fall the 
gate, and finally refufcd to open it. They 
were driven at length to an extremity and 
threw the tea into the vault, where it 
perilhed, at the Tame lime protelling that 
the whole blame ought to be charged on 
the under fteward, as they had no inten- 
tion of injuring Mr. Bull if they could 
hare avoided it. 

As foon as this was known in Mr, Bull's 
family, his wife fell into a violent hyfteric 
fit, and in her raving phrenzy denounced 
all the vengeance which it was in her 
power to execute, on thefe refraftory,un. 
grateful tenants, who would not accept a 
prefent when it was fo freely ofiFered to 
them. Bnt when (he came a little to hen. 
felf, (he was perfuaded by her gambling 
companions not to attempt any thing a- 
gainft the whole body of the tenantt, le« 
they 
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they (hould be driven by neceflity to form 
an union among tliemfelveSf which might 
defeat the plan { {he therefore propofed to 
Mr. Bull to fingle out one of the moll re- 
fraCtory of them, and Ihew his refcAtment 
in a particular manner to Am, hoping 
that the others would be intimidated and 
let him fuffer alone, and be glad to get off 
fo well themfelves. The perfon Gngled 
out for the objcft of refentment was John 
Codline, and the mode of refentment was 
as ridiculous as it was malicious, for it was 
nothing more nor lefs than to fend a bai- 
Uff, with a pack of blood hounds, to ftand 
before the great gate that led to the/roni 
of his houfe. This, it was thought, would 
ftrengthen the authority of the under 
fieward who had the key of the gate, and 
would reduce the family to this dilemma, 
either to receive no company and cany 
on no bufinefs, or elfe to fubmit to Mr» 
Bull's new mode (^ trading, 

Trs 
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Thi reafon afligned for this particular 
mode of revenge waj, that Mr. Bull, ai 
lord of the manor, claimed a kind of 
fovereign right to the high way. He had 
for a long time exaBed an acknowledg. 
mcnt from all paffengers j whenever thejr 
happened to meet any of his horfes or car- 
riages on the road, whether he was there 
himfelf or not, they were obliged to doufi 
the hat, or they might be fare of receiving 
a ftroke of the whip, if not of being run 
down by his fervantt, who had fpecial or. 
ders not to let any omiilion of this nature 
pafs unpuniffied. 

In confequence of this manoeuvre on 
the part of Mr. Bull, every perfon who 
hadsny bulinefs to do with John Codline 
was flopped in the road, and ordered to 
go back, or pafs by like the Priefl and 
Levite, on the other fide. However, 
thofe who had a mind to fee him, found 
means to climb over the fence, or to go 
up a lurrow lane, which, by the help of a 
flUe 
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Aile and a foot path, led them to Cod- 
line's back door. 

This fpecies of punifhraent expofed 
Mr. Bull to the ridicule of all his neigh- 
bors. It alfo proved quite ineffectual to 
the purpofe for which he deGgned ir. In- 
Aead of hindering company from coming 
to Codline's houfe, it brought more ; and 
he received many letters from thofe who 
could not come in perfon. But, what was 
of more fervice to him than leuers or vif- 
its was this, that many who were indebted 
to him came and made payment, and 
thofe who had at various times received 
favours from him when they were in dif- 
trefs, fent him prefents, and encouraged 
him to keep up a good heart, promifing 
to (land by him to the laft extremity, if 
he Qiould be reduced to it. 

It has been obferved, that one advan. 
tage which Mr. Bull expeded would arife 
from this fpecimen of his rtfined policy 
was. 
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was, that it would difunite the tenants, 
and frighten fome or perhaps all the odi- 
ers into a compliance with the new mode 
of traffic. This cxpe£iation was ground- 
ed on one of the Fables of Efop, which 
relates, that a fox who had been caught in 
a trap, and difengaged himfelf by thelofs 
of his tail, whenever he appeared among 
the foxes, was the objeA of their ridicule ; 
upon which he endeavoured to perfuade 
them that he had been travelling to learn 
falhions, and that the neweft foOiion was 
for foxes to cut off their tails as a ufelefs 
and burdenfome appendage, and boafted 
how much more light and nimble he had 
become Gnce he had parted with that en- 
cumbrance ; to which an old fox replied, 
that if he would do juftice to his argu- 
ment he ought to produce iYk^fwan with 
which be had cut off his tail, tor the con- 
viction oi his brethren. 

This fable, and the moral couched un. 
der ir, raifed a great deal of vain expe^- 
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tion and triumph in the family of Mr. 
Bull i but the forefters had another of 
their own making, which was a match for 
it. A man meeting a ferpent in the field» 
flrack at him with a (liclc, and there being 
but one in his view he thought to kill him 
immediately ; but the faake fet up fuch a 
hifs as brought a dozen more out of their 
holesi who attacked the proud murderer 
in front, rear, and flank, and obliged him 
to uke to his heels for fafety. This fable 
was fo much admired among the foreften 
at that time, that they had an engraving 
made on all their meflage cards, of a 
wounded ferpent, with this motto, Jwi 
or die, Adibv. 
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t B T T E R Xr. 

The qiutrret hgins in eamejl and is carried 
into the Law. — ConduSo/the Managen 
on both fides,— The firjl verdiS in fa- 
vour of the Fore/lers given at Saratt^a 
Hall. 



J. HE inrult which the foreften 
fuppofed to be put on them by the ob- 
ftruflion of the road, as mentioned in my 
laft, caufed a ferious alarm, and induced 
them to call a meeting of the beads of the 
feveral families to confult for their own 
fafety. The refult of this meeting was to 
endeavour by all peaceable means in their 
power to effect an accommodation ; but 
if -that iliould fail, to prepare, in the heft 
manner they could, to aflert and maintain 
their rights, poffdnons and properties. 
In 
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Ik prorecution of the former part of 
their plan, they wrote lettera to Mr. Bull, 
ind to feveral memben of his family , 
and irith refpeCi to the latter part, they 
came to a refolution to buy nothing tiiore 
of him till he fhould change his mode ot 
conduQ, and treat them as he bad for. 
merfy done. 

Ik the letters which they wrote on this 
occafion, though they profefled a great 
deal of refpea and aBFeSion for the old 
gentleman himfelf j they omllii to fend 
their compliments to hit wife. This waa 
more than madam could bear. She 
therefore, after confulting with her gam. 
bltng companions, determined upon the 
two following points t £rft, that no uu 
fwer at all Ihould be gircn to the letter ( 
and fecondly, that an a^on at law ihould 
be entered, and the tenants ejeded from 
their poirelHons. She would not how- 
ever have come to this latter determina. 
lion, if Die had not been afiured by per. 
M fons 
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Tons who pretended thoroughly to under- 
ftand their family fecrets* that the foreC 
ters would not dare to defend their title in 
lam ; but on the firft appearance of a le- 
gal prooeGi, would fubmit to any terms of 
accommodation which hei ladyDiip might 
think proper to inqxrfe. Full of thb 
idea, fhe roundly fwore that flic would fee 
them frojirate at her feet, before Ihc 
would make up tii« matter with them on 
any terms whatever. 

iHrLUENCED by her paflions, Mr. 
Bull'i eholer rofe to the higheft pitch. 
At lord of the manor, he placed bailiffi 
and blood hounds in the high way, and 
denied all pailage to any perfons without 
his licenfe. He then called upon all the 
counfellors and attomies to whom he had 
given a retaining fee, and who were very 
numeroas, to exert all their learning and 
eloquence in maintaining his caufe,prom- 
iGng them not only a regular payment of 
their fees, but a generous allowance for 
di(bttrfements 
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difbnrfemeDts and incidental diaigcc, to 
be paid at fight by a draught on hit 
banker. 

Taisi ragacioiu gentlemen, nun]r<^ 
whom irera of Madam's own junto, find* 
ing that they had a fat client, contrived 
to hujhsnd the jobt and fpin out the cauf« 
fKundwn artem. They were old profic* 
ients in the fcienc^ and knew very well 
how to take double receipts of their fta- 
tioners, bailifFs, mefTengen, and other re* 
tainers, L t. one receipt for the exad fum 
paid, and another for dovilt the (ame 
fuui { thefo latter were always produced 
as vouchers in the fettleoncnt of account^ 
and in the ^orioos unnrtainty of the law 
were admitted under the name of duplim 
cates. It would divert you to fee the 
numbeilefs tf ems which they crouded into 
their bills t^ co{b, and the various pleas 
and pretences whidi were formed for de- 
murring and continuing the caufe from 
one fef&on to another t while they were 
feeding 
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fcedtDg tbetr dieot with the hope that in 
creiy next feflion it would be decided. 

Oh the other hand, the fbrellers find- 
ing that Mr. Bull had retained fo many 
learned counfellon/ergeants and barrifters 
in his fervice, and that he had by far the 
longeft purTe, were obliged to ufe the 
greateft economy in condu^ng their de- 
fence. On looking round to fee who was 
the noil prudent, the mofl deliberate, and 
the moll determined among them, and to 
whom they might with fafety coramittheir 
caufe, they unanimoufly pitched upon 
Waiter Pipewe^'ignndton George i who, 
beingele^ed their chief attomey,modelUy 
accepted the ofiBce on this generous condi- 
tion, that they fhould not infill on hisre- 
ceivittg any fee or reward, becaufe he con- 
ceived that in ferring them he was doing 
no more than his duty. This inilance of 
magnanimity was interpreted by them as 
a fure omen of fuccels. 

GsoitGX 
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Gbokce was a man of good under. 
ftanding and true fpank ; he had made 
confiderable progrefs in the ftudy of the 
law for his own amufement, and had prac- 
tifcd at the bar in the defence of his own 
hmily claims againfl; the encroachments 
of old Lewis. His abilities were of fuch. 
a nature as to rife and fliine with the op- 
portunities which called them into aQion. 
This was alfo the cafe with divers other 
perfons in the families of the forefters c 
who would perhaps never have thought 
of engaging in the ftudy of the law. had 
not this controverfy been agitated i but 
would have remained in the ftate which U 
thus elegantly defcribed by the poet, 

*' Full nunj % gem of pureA nj fenatf 
The ^rk unfathomed cktm of ocean beari 

Full many ■ flower ii born to blutfa uar«n. 
And wafte iti IWeetneT* on the deiut «r." 

This ctrcumftance was predi3ed in the 
hearing of Mr, Bull's wife, by a very 
learned andhoneft gentleman, who would 
Ma have 
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hare difiiudec] her from giving her hat. 
band rnch bid advice a> to plange him. 
felf into that " deep diteh," the law, out 
of which there is no coming till the laft 
farthing be paid. " If there are any feedi 
of genias, faid this faithful advifer, they 
are drawn into a6tion by pablic fierments 
and troubles t but might have remained 
in time of tranquillity forever nfelefs and 
nnhiown, perhaps at the plough, under a 
jhed, or among the lowed dafs of me- 
chanics."* This li^e hint was totally 
difregarded, becaufe, as I before obferv- 
ed, too much confidence was placed in a 
iiet of advifers, who pretended to know all 
the family fecrets of the forelters. But 
the predidion was fiilly verified when this 
hwfuit brought to the bar one from his 
farm, and another from his merchandife, 
one from his Oied, and another from his 
fllop,t till in h& they became a match, 
in 

• VUe DebalM in Parliameitt, Mmih i<, 177 j' 

t Thil dKumfluce gsre occxftoa to the folltmlnc 

*«wlk, wiincii, w ii fonielU, b; fans dililMM 
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in ptnnt of numbers at leaft, for the 
whole holt of Mr. Bull's attomies. 

T«E firft aaionwas brought againft 
John CodTine, who was deemed the moft 
forly and ref rafiory of the whtde number. 
U was thought if he could be caf^the 
others would of courfe fubmit. In this 
way of proceeding, Mr.fiuUaQedJilwthat 
^»cies of dog whidi bean his name, and 
which is Icnown to attack his enemy by the 
head. 

The 

or perhaps dibppointei wag, in me of Ae bni- 

lici. 

See follr on a lofty fail. 
And htmible wtfloia it ber feet I 
On horlcback tee the begc" "*''> 
With prinm vralking by bit fide. 

Pale Crifpin hai hit ]tA Cnvgone, 
To ttm lumreU and lare hii town ; 
And Snip the uylor'* ihcan an loft; 
JBccaufc he'a got » higher poft. 

So have I tttn the kitchen pot, 
When fet on coal* profurdj hot. 
Throw np Iti fcdtment to komt 
VTMle bubUci dance nidft tbe fcun. 
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Thi caufe was learnedly aigacd at the 
Court of Bunker hall, and the ar;gumenti 
in favour of the forellers made a very un« 
expe£ted and very deep imprelfion on the 
managers for Mr. Bull. They found it a 
much more ferious aCTair than they had 
imagined, and thought it bell to (lop 
fliort and have the cafe hung upt that they 
might confult their books over again, and 
prepare themfelves by better authorities 
and allegations at the next hearing. Af- 
ter a long time they contrived iojhtfttheir 
ground^* and let John alone. They ad- 
vifed Mr. Bull to fend for fome lawyers 
out of Germany, who had been more ufed 
to tliis game, and to lay an attachment on 
the eftate <^ Peter Bullfrog, and the farm 
called Caefarea j where they expe£led to 
gain fome greater advantage, partly be- 
caufe the tenancy was different, being 
founded on courtefy and not on leafe, and 
partly becanfe of the diifentions which 
they heard were fubfifting in thefe fami- 
lies. 

* Marcli, i7jf. 
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lies. In this interval alfo Madam Boll's 
rerentmcnt was raifed fo high, that (he 
fwore point blank that not one of there 
refra£toTy fcoundrelt (hould enter her 
hufband's doors nor have the leafl con- 
nexion with him, but that ihe would drive 
them oflP from the land, and repeople the 
fored with another fet of men. 

When they had heard of this refolu* 
tion, the headjs of all the families in one 
of their confultations, came to a determi- 
nation to publiQi an ad verti foment, fetting 
forth the various ahufes and grievances 
which they had fuffered from Mr. Bull, 
his wife, and her junto ; and declaring 
that they looked upon the country as their 
fotn, and therofelves as free from any obi 
ligations to him, and at liberty to look oat 
for other markets, and invite other mer- 
chants to form connexions with them. 
This tnnfa6lion was fo important an era 
in the controverfy. that theyiwriA e/JFutjf, 
the day on which the advertifement was 
dated. 
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dated, hit ever fince been celebrated as a 
day of feftivity. Tbe morning of that 
anniverfiiry is ufliered in with a firing of 
guns and fluttering of pigeons. At noon 
you may hear Tome young bid fpouting 
a dedamatton in favour of free trade ) 
which is generally followed by a bowl triF 
punch and a rump of beef, and the day is 
conduded with a fong and a dance. 

In the progre{s of theaSion, feveral 
points of law were argued at different 
times with much fkill and learning. On 
one of thefe occafions George was reduc* 
to a dilemma, and his opponents thought 
him abfolutdy filenced t but fuddenly 
recoUe&ing himfelf, he roTe fuperior to 
them,* and compelled them again to 
move for a continuance. Thus the caufe 
was kept fufpended till the third year was 
almoft dofed. At length a vaunting 
braggadocio of a barriOeron Mr. Bull's 
tide, who thought to carry «U before him, 
was 

*TreBioB,i77<. 
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ml to completely anfwered and confuu 
edin an obftinate argument, that averdid 
was given at Saratoga hall in favour of 
thofe plantations, which had been fued 
for in the northern part of the manor. 
This verdid relieved the forefters in fome 
degree, and it was hoped would prove a 
good precedent for the decilion (^ the 
other fuits which were meditating a- 
gainft their brethren in the (bnthem 
part. 

The unfortunate barrif^r was fevereljr 
refleaed on by Mr. Bull's wife, for not 
doing his duty ; and he was oUiged to 
juftify himfelf by producing his inftruc- 
tions, and by telling a number of ferious 
traths refpeding the foreft and the foref- 
ters, which Mrs. Bull had often heard be- 
fore but would not believe. The rela- 
tion of thefe truths was fo very offennve, 
that (he influenced her hufband never 
•nore to employ him { and as he conld get 
on 
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no other buGnela in the lav, he hai fince 

betaken himTelf to writing plays and to- 
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LETTER xn. 

7%e Forefiers apply/or fulp to Mr. Lkw- 
isi^-are Jirfi heated with evafionr—af^ 
teraarA obtain their requefi — Alarm in 
Mr. Bui.l'5 family — His conference 
loith his viife—Her manawires upon 
the oecafion — Difappointedhy thei^flex^- 
unity of the Forefiers, 

SSAR SIR, 

Y OU may well fiippofe that a 
-diree yean lawfutt was a very expenfive 
nndertaking oa both fides ; and you will 
wonder how the foreften, drcumftanoed 
as they were, could ftniggle with fuch an 
antagonifl; ; efpedally when the high way 
was fo obftni^ed that they could not car- 
ry their provifions to marlcet to procure 
them caflu The truth is, that though 
they were fenred gratis by their prime 
counrellor, yet they were obliged to give 
N promiflbiy 
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promiflbiy notes to the attornies, fcriven. 
en, bailifl^ and mefTengere, whom they 
etnplo/ed under him ; but ai the prof- 
ped of payment was diftant, the ni^tes 
pafled at a difcount, and the only remedy 
in their power was to ifliie focre, which 
inftead of le0ening increafed the diffi* 
culty. 

They had early forefeen this difficulty, 
and applied privately to Mr, Lewis, Mr. 
Frog, and Lord Strut, to borrow money 
on intereft. Thefe old curmudgeons, 
though each of them looked with an en- 
vious eye on Mr. Bull, and fecretly wifh- 
cd he might lofe the caufe, yet were in- 
duced by various conliderations to evade 
the quefUon propofed to them by the 
forefters. *' We muft, faid they, keep 
up appearances with our old neighbour ; 
we have accounts open with him, as well 
as claims upon fome portions of land, to 
which our title is no better than his i we 
may draw ourfelves into a (ciape, and (et 
our 
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our own tenants a bad example, for who 
][now5 but the fame arguments may avail 
with them to refute their rents to us ? fie- 
fides, how do we know wheriierthefe fel- 
lows will ever be able to pay ? They of- 
fer to mortgage the manor to ui, but the 
title is yet in difpute, and how do we know 
whether it be theirs or Mr. Bull's?" 
Thefe were the fecret reafons which in- 
duced them to evadeadireQ anfwer to 
the melTengers ; and, like true courtiers, 

'* To Riueeze their hudit ind beg them come lo. 
morrow." 

But as foon as the verdict was given at 
Saratoga hall, they began to change their 
mind, and wiOi not only -to make thent 
debtors, but even to enter into contraQs 
to a large amount. 

Mb. Lewis waff the firftto make ad- 
vances, and meeting the meflcngers one 
day on 'change, he accofted them thus : 
**Yourfervant gentlemen — I congratulate 
you on your fuccefs 1 you are welcome to 
my 
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my boure, and wareboafe, and taUe. I 
wUl lend 700 a few livres to help you to 
finifh the controverfy 1 and if Mr. Frog 
will advance a few Itivers, I will give him 
my bond for fecority. Befides, I will 
Mnfent that my own counfellon, barriC 
ten, and attomieSi whom I have retained, 
fhaU aflift yon at the next feflSon, and I 
will fee if I cannot open the high way, 
that you may bring your produce to mar* 
ket. When yon fee Lord Strut, give my 
compliments to him, and tell him what I 
have promiCed, and I dare lay be will, 
out of friendQiip to me^ and for the fake 
of our old /•mily ctrnpaS^ give you fome 
adiftance ; for look ye, gentlemen, I will 
be honeft with you, I mean to promote 
my own intereft by ferving you, and T am 
fare he has the fame meaning.'* 

This change in the fentiments and lan- 
guage of Mr. Lewis was immediately made 
known to Mr. Ball, by means of fome 
running footmen» who frequently carried 
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news &om one houfe to the other. Con^ 
fieroation feized the whole family, and 
M». Bull herfelf began to think it a very 
fcrious natter, and that it was neceflary 
to do foraething immediately to prevent 
worfe confequences. She therefore held 
» curtain conference with Mr. Bull on 
the fubjed* thu»— 

JIf rj. Bt Well, my dear, what do you 
-diink of the condu£t of your neighbour 
Lewis? 

Mr. B. Why I think he u a deceiu 
fill dog and means to ruin me. If thefe 
fellows get him for their friend, he will 
draw in Lord Stmt and Nlc Frog, and I 
Oiall have them all to contend with ab 
once ; and therefore I think we had bet- 
ter compromife the matter with the ten- 
ants and let them take the land, if they 
will, and go to the D — ^I ; why ffiould I 
keep on throwing away good money after 
bad i I am damnaUy in debt now, and 
Nft Iwilh 
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I wifii to flop where I anij without getting 
any deeper into the liw. 

Mts, B, I agree with you, my dear, 
^wt he is a deceitful do^ and I wiOi tha 
tenant* could know his true chara^er ; if 
they did, I am peifuaded they would not 
put any confidence in htm. There is a 
number of very fenfible perfons among 
them, and by the difcourfe which I have 
had with fome who know their feaets, I 
believe that moans might yet be found to 
^vidt tliem, and to dttack them from the 
intered of Lewis ; and if yon will let me 
manage the matter, I have no doubt riiat 
I flull be able to accomplifh it. 

Pooa John fetched a deep figh, and 
faid inaardfy-~-khf I have let you manage 
my matters fo long, that you have almoft 
brought me to ruio I Then raifing his 
voice and wiping his eyes,hereplied,We1l» 
my dear, I have told you «;> mind plainly, 
but if you think you can do any thingto 
fave 
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fave me. pay be fpeedy i I would gladly 
keep the tenants attached to me, for the 
benefit oftheirtrade, which is a maHerof 
more confeqnence than -their rent, and if 
I fliould finally lofe the land, I wifhtobe 
again connefted with them in bufinefs. 

Mrs. B> Never fear, I do not doubt 
bat we fliall find means to keep the land 
and have the trade too. I know bow to 
Tweeten them and bring them to good 
humour again. 

As foon as this conference was ended, 
Jhewrote a billet inaverycomplai&ntftile, 
bat in a hand fcarcely legible,* and was in 
Aich a hurry to fend it, that fhe oould not 
wait for one of the derks to copy it, pre« 
fenting Mr. and Mrs. Bull's compliments 
to the genUemen tenants, lAforming-^em 
that it was not intended to trouble them 
any 5irther for the payment of paper and 
pack thread, which had been the occafion 
of the cwitroverfy ; but to fettle all nut- 
ters 
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ten by a reference, and that fnitable per- 
fons fhould foon be deputed to confer 
with them, or any of them, on the prem- 
ifes. This billet was hurried away by an 
exprefs. and a£tually arrived before the 
forefters had heard of Mr. Lewis's in* 
tended kindnefs to them. But -diey re- 
ceived it with contempt, and gave no 
other anfwer to it than this, " Let Mr. 
Bull withdraw his aClion and clear the 
road, and we will talk with Ami but as 
to his wifct we will have nothing to do 
with her.** 

AvTER -they had given this anfwer, 
word was brought them of the good will 
of Mr. Lewis, which was received with 
^e greatefl joy imaginable. He was ac- 
counted ^e fined gentleman in the whole 
country, and all the Itories which they 
bad heard of him through the medium ix 
Bull's family, were fet down as lies. He 
wac regarded as the protedor of the in* 
jured, 
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jared, the helper of the diftrefTed, and 
the friend of the rights of mankind. 

Wh I LB the praifes of Lewis were thus 
echoed from houfe to houfe, the depattet 
of Madam Bull arrived. They were in- 
ftru&ed by her ladyOiip to enter into free 
converfatlon with the forellers, or any of 
them, publicly or privately ; to tell them 
that they were greatly deceived if they 
took Mr. Lewis for their friend $ that he 
was an arch, fly. deceitful fellow, and that 
no truft ought to be put in him ; that 
Mr. and Mn. Bull were very amicably 
difpofed toward them, and willing to for- 
get and forgive all that was paft, to renew 
the former intercourfe. to take off all the 
charges and burdens which had been 
complained of ; to help them pay the 
debt which they had incurred by the law- 
fuit; and as the greateft proof imoginabla 
of Mrs. Bull's particular fovour to them» 
flie would admit any of them to vifit 
her in her own drawing roomj and give 
tiiem 
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them a feat at her card table. As a token 
of her fincerity in thefe profeflions, Oie 
fent feveral prefents to their wives and 
iSaughters, and gave the deputies a large 
purfe of money to be didnbuted^rivo/f/^ 
among the moll influential pcrfons io the 
feveral families. 

Th e deputies had fcaroely alighted be- 
fore they fent their footman to the door 
of the houfe where the heads of the fami- 
lies were alTembled, with a meflage of 
compliments to announce their arrival, 
and aflc permiflton to make a friendly vif- 
it. The porter refufed entrance to the 
footman, and he returned, without having 
delivered his meflage. The deputies then 
wrote the purport of their errand and fent 
it to the porter, who delivered it, and the 
Hollowing anfwer was returned— 

*'Gentlemkn, wc cannot hear any 
invedives againft our good friend Mr. 
Lcwii. If your mafter is in eamcft, telt 
him 
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lum that he mult withdraw his a£Uon and 
dear the road. This is all from your 
humble fcrvants. 

The Foresters," 

OiSAPPoiNTEO and chagrined, but not 
wholly difcouraged, the deputies attempt- 
ed privately to get into Jbme of the 
houfes J but they were refufed entrance. 
They wrote letters and threw them in at 
the windows, or put them into the key 
boles, but all to no purpofe. The fimu 
nefs and inflexibility of the forefters af- 
tonilhed them, and they were obliged to 
retarn with aching hearts, and tell their 
mafier and miftrefs that the forelt was loft 
forever. 

And now was verified ^e old layings 

" EmfalMtnocarrc like lore to hatred lura'd | 
*• Hell liu no fiivy like a woiou fcora'd." 

BVT 
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BoT Madam'i fury and ib conle- 
quencei^ wUl be the {ubjc& of mj 
next. 

Adieu, 
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L B T T E R Xlir. 

Mrs. Bull's rage^ end its efftS on the 
neigkhours.~~Several families affociaie 
to defend their right to the high way.-^ 
Quarrel opens with Lord Strut and 
Mr. Frog. — The Forejlers profecute 
their controverfy and obtain a fecond 
verdiS. — Mr, Bull'j m\ friends in* 
terpofCf and convince his wife of her er- 
ror. — She odvifes him to compromife the 
matter — He Jigns a quitclaim of the 
Forefl. 



Nothing coold exceed the 
rage into which Mrs. Bull was thrown by 
this dirappointment. ** O ihefe curfed, 
(lubbornf ungrateful, difobedient wretch- 
es, to refufe all ray invitations, and fpum 
at my offers of friendfliip and recondlia- 
O tionl 
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tion I What, not admit my deputies into 
their houfes I Did ever any woman fuf- 
fer fuch dilgrace ? Well, faith I will be 
revenged, and they fluU feel the power of 
my vengeance. I will pTofecute them to 
the utmoft extremity of the law ; ay, and 
beyond law too. for I will fet their houfes 
on fire over their heads, and drive them 
off the land I And as to that deceitful dog 
of a Lewis, I will raife fuch a hornet's 
neft about his ears, that he fhall repent 
his bargain I If Lord Strut attempts to 
help him, 1*11 lay an attachment upon his 
richeft farms. And as for Nic Frog, if 
be lends them money, I will break up his 
warchoufe, and fell all his goods by auc- 
tion. 1 will fatiate my vengeance on the 
whole pack of them, and if I fall myfelf 
among the general wreck, 1 (hall have the 
glory of dying like Samfon in the ruin of 
my enemies." 

Th e rage which Mrs. Bull indulged 
on this occafion, and the noife which Oie 
made 
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made in her raving fits, raifed a grest a* 
larni in the famtly, and as hyfterics are 
faid to be catching, fo the diftemper 
fprcad into the two next fiimiliet, viz. in- 
to thofe of fiAer Peg and brother Patrick. 
The former imagined that it Wis Mr. 
Bull's intention to call in Lord Peter to 
his aid, becaufe he had been of late fome- 
what cotnplaifant to thofe of his natural 
children, which reGded in t^e family ; 
and the latter expefled that he fhould be 
treated in the fame manner as the foref- 
ters, becaufe he bad complained of fome 
reftratnts and impofitions from his brother 
John Bull, in refped to his trade and buC 
inefs, which was that of a linen draper. 
Old jealoufies and grudges were revived 
on this occaGon, and the whole neigh* 
bourhood was in confufion. The dogs in 
Peg's family kept a conftant bowling and 
barking,and wereanfwered by thofe <rf^Mr. 
Bull. Several of them aClually ran mad,* 
and Bull was obliged to place guards at 
hU 
* ProlcfUnl aflbdatioi^ 1779 nd 171*. 
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his doors and gates, who attacked Uie cun 
with clubs and killed fevcnil on the fpot. 
In the mtdft of this hurly burly, his houfe 
was fet OD fire, and was a&ually feen 
blazing in thirty fix places at once ;* the 
fire even penetrated madam's drawing 
room, and her card party were obliged to 
hand buckets and pump the engine ; and 
it was not without the greateft exertions 
that the whole manfion was laved from 
utter deftru£lion. 

A oiFricuLTY alfo arofc from another 
quarter, where it was little expeCled. 
The meafure which Mr. Bull had adopt- 
ed of flopping the high way provoked all 
the neighbours, who thought it a great 
infringement of their common rights i 
but as he was a perfon of fo much wealth 
and power, they were afiraid openly to 
contell that point with him. At length 
an eldeiiy widow lady, of large property, 
with whom he had always lived on friend. 

ly 

* Lord G. Gerdon't nob. 
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ly tenns, and who generally went by the 
name of Madam Kate, took the liberty to 
tell him, that (he could no longer fuffcr 
her neighbours and herfelf to be To iro- 
pofed upon j that the high way was com- 
mon to all J that he had no right to fh>p 
paflengers and examine them, but that 
every body ought to go about their law- 
ful bufinefs without let or lundrance, and 
that flie was determined to form a com- 
bination* with Mr. Frog, Mr. Lewis. 
Lord Strut, and all the other neighbours, 
to remove the incumbrances which Mr, 
Bull had thrown in the way, and deat-tfae 
paffage. 

This combination, extended to other 
obje£b, belides deariog the high way. 
They were all difpofed to help the foreC 
ters againft Mr. Bull, though in different 
ways. Lewis had already lent them 
money and feed lawyers to plead for them. 
Lord 

* Arawd iwutnlitjr femted hy the Impreft of 
Oa 
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I^rd Strut, thoagh rich in landed inter- 
eft, yet generally anticipated his revenues, 
(or as the vulgar phrafe is, ate the calf in 
the cow's bdly) Be therefore had no 
money to fpare ; but to oblige his friend 
Lewis, he laid an attachment on a fouth- 
erly corner of the foreft, which formerly 
belonged to him, and which from the nu- 
merous flowers mth which it abounds^ 
bad got the name of Terra FUtrida. At 
the fame time he attached one of Mr, 
Bull's favourite hunting feats,* which 
commanded an extenfive profpe^, and 
was fituate extremely convenient for 
hunting, fowling, and fiQting. It had 
formerly belonged to Strut, but be had 
fooHIhly loft it by ftaking it in a game of 
tohiji^ which he played with Mr. Bull. It 
was a doubt in law whether real eftate 
could be held by fuch tenure^ but Bull 
had poffeffton^ and tiiat you know ia e* 
leven points of the law. At any rate, it 
would oblige Bull to defend; and that 
would 
* Gibnttar. 
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^rould coft htm money, and divert fome 
at leaft of his lawyers from the hafiodj of 
the foreft. 

A SECRET correfpondence bad for 
feme time been carried on between the 
forefters and Mr. Frog, for a loan of cafli 
and a mercantile contra^. fiuU bad fut. 
peded it, but could not prove it, till one 
night, his myrmidons caught a meflenger 
from the foreft and fearched his pockets,* 
in which were found certain letters and 
other papers, which were fuppofed to a-' 
mount to full evidence. 

Upon this occafion an advertifement 
was publifhed, according to fafhion, juflU 
fying the meafures about to be taken, and 
deploring the evils which were conneAed 
with them. However fmall a (hare of 
credit thefe publications obuin, it Is gen- 
erally as much as they deferve. 

To 
* Qiptnrc of Mr. LauiCM. 
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To make ihort worit with Frog, Mr. 
Bull got a fearch warrant, and Tent a bai- 
liflF to his richeft warehoufe,* who entered 
it, per fas aui ne/as, tumbled over the 
merchandife under pretence of fearching 
for flolen goods ; and having taken away 
as many as he pleafed, by a writ of ven- 
ditioni exponas, he put them up at auc- 
tion, and it is faid made a fortune by th» 
job. Mr. Lewis was fo exafperatcd at 
the outrage thus committed on his friend 
Frog, that by a writ of fcire Jaciai he 
laid claim to the ware houfe and its 
contents, and brought in Bull for dam- 
ages. 

In fiiort, Mr. Bull now found himfelf 
foufed over head and ears in that "deep 
ditch," the law. Like Iflimael of old. 
hit hand was againll tvtij man, and ev- 
ery man's hand againft him. Look which 
way foever he would, he found enemies, 
and his own family were continually buz- 
zing 

* St. EuAatin* 
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zing in his ears that he would bring his 
affairs to ruin. 

By the adtllance derived front the loans 
which they had negotiated with Lewis 
and Frog, and the additional counfellors 
and attornies which Lewis employed for 
them, the forcAers purTued the contro- 
verfy with as much vigor as the forms, 
delays, and uncertainty of the law would 
permit. No lefs than four years longer 
were confumed in this expcnlive quarrel, 
and Mr. Bull's numerous retinue of law- 
yers were employing themfelves in the 
various chicanery and tergiverfations of 
their profeflion, all the while fattening oa 
the profits of the fuit ; wbillt his debt 
was growing at fuch a rate that he was ac 
his wit's end to keep the interefl from ac- 
cumulating as well as the principal. Ac 
length, by a capital manoeuvre of Pipe- 
weed's grandfon George^ aided by the 
counfellors of Lewis, the caufe waa 
brought to a hearing at York court, and 
the 
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the arguments were of fuch efficacy that a 
ftcotU verdiB was given in Tavour of the 
foreftersj with large damages. This ver- 
diA came fo near to a Snal decirion,tfaat 
all Mr, Bull's friends were convinced he 
could no longer maintain an a£lion againfl 
the foreflers ; and fome trufly old fer. 
vants ventured towhirper in madam's ear 
that it was high time to end the contrO' 
Terfy, for that it could not pofTibly be 
carried any farther without bringing the 
family and the trade to total ruin. 

" Look ye, madam, faid they, how all 
the fchemes which you have laid have 
been uniformly defeated i you have pro- 
felfed to know the family fecreti of thefe 
forefters ; but thofe fellows who pretend- 
ed to give you this information have de- 
ceived you. In fa& they have no fuch 
fecrets as your ladyfliip imagines. What 
has been openly told you all along is the 
truth, and you ought long ago to have be- 
lieved it. Now the convi^ioa has f6rc« 
ed 
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ed itfelf upon you, and yon can no longer 
withftand it. The forefters have been 
defending tlieir title in the law, and they 
have made it appear fo plainly, that no 
jury in the world will ever give a verdiQ 
againfl them. All who are acquainted 
with new lands know that the labour at- 
tending the improvement of them it worth 
ten times more than the land ; and in fa€t 
gives the beft title to it. If our mafter 
will now end the matter by a compromife, 
he may yet fave fome part of the manor 
at the northward, where is the beft of 
Ininting and fi thing ; but if he purfuesthe 
matter any farther he will lofe it all." 

Th es e faithful remonftrances, enforced 
by the necelEty of the cafe, began to have 
fome effe£l on the turbulent mind of 
nadam. She faw that it was in vain to 
contend againfl the opinions of all man- 
kiod, and therefore in her next curtain 
leftnre fhe held a Aort dialogue with Mr. 
Bull,thu8~ 

Mn, 
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Mrs. S. M » dear, I have bMn thinle. 
ing whether it would not be bed for yoo 
to come to a Tettlement of thil long con- 
troverfy. 

Mr. B. (groaning inruardly) So then 
you have changed your mind, have 
you? 

Mrs. B. Yes, my dear, I find I have 
been deceived with falfe iofbrmation, or I 
would never have advifcd you to profc- 
cute the matter fo far. 

Mr.B. Well, but how hlte a fool 
Diall I appear to the world, if, after I have 
threatened and he^ored tbefe fellows, 
and fpent fo much money to recover my 
right, 1 fliould give it up at this time of 
day ? 

Mrs. B. Why you know, my dear, 
that you have formerly made toncef- 
fioni to them, becaufe 1 judged it ttfc- 
iienti 

Mr. 
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Mr, B, At, then I retained my claim 
of right i but that will not do nov 

Mrs. B. Taui, my dear, you muft 
gire up your right and title to about two 
thirds of the foreft ; but you may (liU 
hold the other third, and I dare fay no- 
body will contell your right to that. And 
asibr that part which you give up, yoa 
may fay by it as old Lewis did 6£ that 
which you once took from him. " Hang 
it, it is not worth the keeping ; it has al- 
ways been a bill of coft to me," and the 
like. 

Mr. B. I WISH, my dear, you had 
given me this advice fome yean fooner, I 
fliould have faved my money and my 
aedit too. 

Mrs. B. Why, my dear, I tell you I 
was deceived t I am as forty as you are 
fbr^e lols of tbe money and of the foreft, 
bus as the cafe is now drcumftanced, I 
think a compromife would be beft. 

Mr, 
P 



.coy Google 



sjo THE FORESTERS. 
Mr. S. Will, I will confider of it. 

When Mr. Bull had taVen the matter 
into conGderatton, he thought it heft to 
wait the iflue of the fuit with Lord Strut 
about the hunting feat, for he was loth to 
lofethat ; and happily for him, when that 
caufe came to tryal, it was argued fo forc- 
ibly by his lawyers, that Strut was obliged 
to give it up. As foon as Bull heard of 
that, he cried out, ** Now is the moment 
ofviftory — now is the time for peace." 
So calling one of his clerks, ** Here, fays 
he, go and fettlethe matter with the for. 
efters, or their deputies, on the beft terms 
that you can." The deputies and the 
clerk foon came to an agreement, and a 
quitclaim deed was drawn, defcribing the 
butts and bounds of the forefl, and dif. 
tinguiOiing what he gave up totliemfrom 
what he retained. This quitclaim being 
properly engroffed, he with a trembling 
hand and aching heait fubfcribed it, 
while madam, ftanding behind him 
could 
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could not help flieddtng a tear at the 
fight of a tranfaflion to which flic would 
nevct have confented but from dire ne- 
celfity. 
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Z. B T T E R XIV. 

7%e Tortjlcrs form a partnerfiip. — h 
proves defidejU and ineJ^Sml. — Their 
Clock out of order.-'^Their Jlrong hx 
tnpty. — DiJUrhances in fome of the 
/smilies. — A meeting is coiled to revife 
and amend the partnerjhip. 



I WAS loth to break the thread 
of my narration in my former letterij and 
you know that we prattling folki love to 
tell our ftories in our own way, which we 
are under great advantage to do when we 
are writing Jetters. But I will now go 
back to tell you fomething of the manner 
in which the forefters managed their do- 
meftic affiiirs during the controverly whfa 
Mr. Bull, and for fome time after it was 
doled. 

Whbk 
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Whxh they bad broken their conoex* 
ion with him, it was uncertain what con- 
nexions they might form abroad, but it 
was judged expedient for them to be u« 
nited among themfelves, that no one fam- 
ily fhould conned itfelf in trade with any 
merchant or fa£lor, without the confent of 
the others. In fliort it became neceOary 
for them to enter into a partnerfliip for 
their mutual ioterefl; and convenience. 
To do this was a nice point, and requir- 
ed much delicacy. It was to them a new 
fubjeft;, and they had an untrodden path 
before them. After much confuttation 
and inquiry, their ingenuity fuggeftedto 
them the idea of an original fodal com* 
paft. " Why fhould we, faid they, look 
abroad for precedents, when we have e- 
nongh itnoDg ourfelves P See the beavers 
in our own brooks and meadows, how 
they work in complete partnerihip, each 
family has its own cell, and a number of 
cells are placed in one pond. They car- 
ry on their operations with peace and u- 
P s nanimity 
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nantmity, without even the appearance of 
a fMJler. Here i« a perfed republtc, a 
complete equality, a flnking example of 
order without fubordination, (X liberty 
without jealoufy, of induftry without co. 
ercion, of economy without parfiroony, 
of fagadty without overbearing influence. 
Every one knowi his own buGnels and 
does it, their labour goes on with regular- 
ity and decency ; their united efforts ferve 
the comm<m caufe, and the interefl of ev- 
ery one is involved in that of the whole. 
Let us go and do likewife." The hint 
took, and a plan of coNrBDEXATioN^as 
itwas called, was drawn up on principles 
of the purcft equality ; each family re- 
taining the entire control of its own do- 
meftic concerns, without any intetference 
of the fxhers. and agreeing to contribute 
voluntarily its proportion of labour and 
money to fupport the common interefi. 

This was, in theory, a very pretty de- 
vice, exa&ly failed to a let of people who 
bought 
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thought themfelves completely virtaons. 
But as it often happens that great inge- 
nuity exifts without much judgment or 
policy, fo it proved here. Thefe foref. 
ters did not confidef that their intelle^ 
were not, like thofe of the beavers, con- 
fined to a ftw particular objeds j that 
they were not like the beavers, void of 
padions and prejudices, void of ambition, 
jealoufy, avarice and felf intereft. With 
all the infirmities and vices of humanity, 
they were expeding to eftabliAi a com- 
munity on a plan &milar to that in which 
no fuch deformities can poflibly find ad- 
mittance. 

Though for a while, and during the 
period of the lawfuit, when common dan- 
ger impelled them to keep themfelves 
clofe together, this plan anfwered the end 
better than none ; yet in JaB thz notion 
of independene* had fo intoxicated their 
minds, that having caft off their depen^ 
dence on Mr. Bull, they thought ^etn~ 
felvcs 
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felves independent of all the world befide. 
When they bad got entirely clear of the 
controverfy with bivot they were in the 
condition of a young heir juft come of 
age, who ftels proud of his freedom, and 
thinks he has a right to aQ without con- 
trol. Each family felt its own import- 
ance, and expe£ted a degree of refpe^ 
from the others in proportion to its num- 
bers, its property, its exertions, its antiq~ 
vity, and other triQing confiderations, 
which ought never to have had any place 
in a partnerOiip of complete equality; 
and in confcqueoce of this intoxicating 
idea of independence, each family claimed 
the right of giving or withholding its con- 
fent to what was propofed by any or all 
of the others. 

In the club room, among a number of 
ingenious devices, there was a clock, of a 
moft curious and intricate conftru£lion, 
by which all the common concerns of the 
partnerflup were to be regulated. It had 
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me bell, on which thirteen didin^ hatn- 
mers flruck the hours. Each hammer 
was moved by independent wheels and 
weights, each fee of wheels and weights 
was endofed in a feparate cafe, the key of 
which was kept, not as it ought to have 
been, by the perfon who reprefented the 
family at dub, but in each manfion houfe ; 
and every family claimed a right either to 
keep the key at home or fend it to club, 
when and by whom they pleafed. Now 
as this clock, like all other automatons, 
needed frequently to be wound up, to be 
oiled and cleaned, a very nice and partic- 
ular adjuftment of circumftances was nee 
elfary to preferve the regularity of its 
motions, and make the hammers perform 
their fun£tion$ with propriety. Some- 
times one or two of the hammers would 
be out of order, and when it came to the 
turn of one to ftrike it would be filent : 
then there mnft be a running or fending 
home for the key, and the houfes being at 
aconAderable dilUnce, much time wu 
fpent 
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^ent in waiciog. Sometimes the meffea- 
ger arrived at an unfeafonable hour, when 
the family was aflecp, or abroad in the 
fields, and it would take up a confidera- 
ble time to colIc£); them, and lay the cafe 
before them, that they might deliberate 
and determine whether the key {hould be 
fent or not ; and before this could be 
done, the clock would get more out of or- 
der. By this means, the club wiS fre- 
quently perplexed ; they knew neither 
the hour of The day, nor the day of the 
month ; they could not date their letters 
nor adjuft their books, nor do bufincfs 
with any regularity. 

Besides this there was another incon- 
Yvnience. For though they had a (Irong 
box, yet it was filled with nothing but 
bills of parcels and accounts prefented for 
payment, contrails of loans and inden- 
tures for fervices. No mooey could be 
bad from any <^the families but by their 
own voluntary confcat j and to gain thia 
confent 
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coofent there was great difficulty. Some 
had advanced what they fuppofed to be 
more than their proportion j others had 
paid lefs. The former would give no 
more till the latter had made up their 
quotas, and there was no authority which 
could call any one to account, or make 
him do his duty. Their whole eftates 
were mortgaged for the money which they 
had borrowed of Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Frog ; and yet they could carry on no 
bufinefs in partneribip. In fa£t they had 
formed fuch an unheard of kind of part- 
nerfliip, that though they could run 
themfclves in debt, yet they could not o- 
blige one another to raife any money to 
difcbarge their debts. 

Each family however carried on a fep. 
arate trade, and they contrived to under- 
fell each other, both at home and at 
market. Each family alfo had a feparate 
debt, which fome were providing means 
todifcharge, and others negleCled. In 
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one or two of the families thejr went to 
loggerheads among themfelves. John 
Codline's family was for feveral days a 
fcene of confufion and diforder i nothing 
was feen ot heard but curling and calling 
names, lucking fhins and pulling nofes. 
John at firft tried to filence them by gen- 
tie means, but finding thefe ineffectual, 
he at length drew his fcymitar, and fwore 
he would cut off the ears of the firft that 
fhould dare to make any more noife. 
This threatening drove two or three tor. 
bulent fellows out of doors, after which 
the houfe was tolerably quiet. Some, 
thing of the fame kind happened in Kob- 
ert Lumber's family, but he made fo good 
a ufe of bis fid as quelled the difturbance 
at once. 

In the family of Roger Carrier there 
deemed to be a predominant lurch for 
knavery, for be publicly advertifed that 
he was ready to pay his debts by notes of 
hand fubje^ to a ditcoun^ the amount oi 
which 
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which was indefinite, becaufe continnall/ 
increafing | and that whoever did not take 
his pay when thus offered, might go with- 
out. The other families were alarmed at 
his conduQ ; but had no power to oblige 
him to deal honeftly, and he carried his 
roguery fo far as to bid them all defi- 
ance. 

In this ftate of debility and dtftradion, 
it became neceflary to confult on fome 
meafures for a better plan of union. 
They began to be convinced that they 
were not beavers^ nor capable of fubfift- 
ing in fueh a Aate of fociety as had been 
adopted from them. Something more 
energetic was wanted to compel the lazy, 
to check the knavifli, to dire£t the induf. 
trious, and to keep the honell from being 
impofed upon. It bad been often in con- 
templation to amend the mode of partner- 
fhip J but now the difordcrs in fome <^ 
the families became fo alarming, that 
though they had been quelled for the 
Q prefeo^ 
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prefent, it was uncertun whether thejr 
would not break out again, efpecially as 
one whole haaly feemed determined o- 
penly to patronire roguery. Thefe con- 
fideratioiu fenrcdto haften the change 
which had been contenifdated. It was 
accordingly moved in the club, that eadi 
family ihould appoint one or more per- 
fons to meet together, and confiilt upon 
fome altenticms and improvements in the 
partnerftiip. This meeting was accord- 
ingly held, and the refult of it Orall be the 
fabjc& of my next letter. 

Adieo. 
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£ B T T B R XV. 

A new plan 0/ partnerjhif is propofed.'^ 
Arguments pro and C6n.-—It is eJlehUJk - 
ei. — A Chief Steward appointed, with 
inferior o^cers.-^Hitnting too much in 
fafliion. — A new fpecies of rats inlrom 
ivxed.~^Tw9 families ad^d to ih$ num- 
ber 0/ apartments, 

DBAR SIB, 

It u not in my power to give 
jroa a particular detail of the whole pro* 
ceedings of the meetiog which was held 
to reform the plan of partnerfbip in the 
manner of your parliamentary jounudift^ 
who make fpeeches far the membera, per. 
hapa better than Tome of them make for 
themfelves 1 bat I will endeavour to give 
yon a fummary of die prindplca on which 
they pniceeded. 

Thb 
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The profeflfed dcfign of the meeting 
was to reform and amend the t^an ; but 
in UGt when they came to examine it they 
found themfelves obliged to pafs the fame 
fentence on it that was once delivered 
concerning the famous poet, Alexander 
Pope, whofe ufual ejaculalion was, G-^ 
mend me ! " Mend you/' fatd a hackney 
coachman, (looking with contempt on his 
dwarfiOi form and hump back) " it would 
not be half fo much trouble to make a 
new one." 

A Nsvr one was accordingly entered 
upon, and the fundamental principle of it 
was, not to fuppofe men as good as they 
ought to be, but to take them as they are. 
"It is true, laid they, that all men are 
naturally free and equal j it is a vtty good 
idea, and ought to be underftood in evtry 
contra£i and partnerfliip which can be 
formed { it may ferre as a check upon 
ambition and other Iiuman paffions, and 
put people in mind that they nay fome 
time 
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lune or other be called to account hy 
their equals. Bat it is as -true that thu 
equality is deftroyed by a thoufand oaufea 
ivfaich exift in nature and in fodc^. It 
is tnie that all beafls, birds, and filhes are 
naturally free and equal in fome refpeOs, 
but yet we find them unequal in other 
refpeds, and one becomes the prey of 
another. There is, and always will b^ 
a fuperiority and an inferiority^in fpite i^ 
all the fyftems of metaphyfics that ever 
exifted. How can you prevent one man 
from being ftronger, or wifer, or richer 
than anodier P and will not the ftrong o* 
vercome the weak ? will not the cunning 
circumvent the foolifli, and will not the 
borrower become fervant to the lender ? 
Is not this noble, free, and independent 
creature man, neceflarily fubjefi to lords 
cS his own fpecies in every ftage of hig 
exiftence ? When a child, is he not under 
the command of his parents ? fend him 
to fchool, place him out as an apprentice, 
put him on board a fiiip, enrol him in a 
Q % company 
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company of militia^ mnft he nM be fdh^ 
jed to a mailer ? Place bim in any kind 
of fociety whatever, and be has wants to 
be fupi^cd, and paffions to be fubdned ; 
bis afiive powers oeed to be dire&ed, and 
bis extravagance! to be conttoled, and if 
he will not do it himfelfj fome body muft 
do it for bim. Self goverament is indeed 
the moll perfeft form of government in 
the world i but if men will not govern 
themfelves, they muft have fome govern- 
ors appointed over ibem, who will keep 
them in order and make them do their 
duty. Now if there isin h& fuch an ine- 
quality exifUog among us, why fbould we 
a& as if no fuch thing exifted ? We have 
tried the heavtr fcheme of partoerfbip 
long enough, and find it will not do. Let 
us then ^opc the prance c^ another 
kind of induftrious animals which we 
have among us — I^t us imitate the ^«, 
who are governed by one fnpreme bead, 
and under that direClion condufi their 
whole 
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whole economjr with perfo£l order and 
regularity." 

Ok this principle they drew npan en* 
tire new plan, in which there was one 
chief Aeward, who was to manage iheir 
united intcreft, and be refponftble to 
the whole for his conduit. He was to 
have a kind of council to advife and di-> 
te& him, and feveral inferior o£Bcers to 
aflift him, as there might be occafion j and 
a certain contribution was to be levied on 
the trade, or on the cftatcs of the whole, 
which was to make a common ftock for 
the fupport of the common intereft t and 
they were to tn€k a tribunal among them- 
felveff, which fliould decide and determine 
all differences. If nine of the funiliea 
Ihottld agree to this plan, it was to take 
place i and the others might or might not 
adopt it } but if any one fftould finally 
nfufe, or if any fliould adopt it and af- 
terward fall from it» he was to be looked 
upon 
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upon as an outcaft, and no perron was to 
have any connection with him. 

Tm £ meeting having continued a long 
time, every body became extremely anx- 
ious to know what they were about ; the 
doors were kept fhut, and no perfon what- 
ever was let into the fecret till the whole 
was completed. A copy was then fent to 
each family for them to confider at their 
leifure. 

Though curiofity was now gratified^ 
yet anxiety was not relaxed. The new 
plan of partnerfliip went by the name of 
the fiddle ; thofe who were in favour of it 
called themfelves JiddUrs, and thofe who 
oppofed it were ililed antifiddlers. The 
former faid it was the bell plan that hu* 
man wifdom had ever contrived. The 
latter imagined it pregnant with mifchief 
of every kind. The former compared it 
to a ftrong fence about a rich &eld of 
wheat. 
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whear. The latter compared it to the 
whale that fvallowed up Jonah. 

In each family a confuhation was held 
on the quefHon* Whether it fhoiild be a- 
dopted or not ? and liberty was given for 
every one to fpeak bis mind with the uu 
rooft freedom. The objedions^ anfwets, 
replies, rejoinders, and rebutters^ which 
were produced on this occaGon, would 
make a curious colle£tion, and form an 
important page in tfae biftory of man. 
Thc^fiddters were extremely fond of hav- 
ing it examined, beeaufe (hey faid it was 
h1ce a ridi piece of plate, which the more 
it be rubbed (hines the brighter. The 
atttifiddlers faid it was like a worm eaten 
bottom of a (hip, the defers of which 
would more evidently appear the more it 
was ripped to pieces t they were therefore 
for rejcQing it at once, without any ex 
amination at all. 

WniH 
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When tbey were urged to point otU 
its defe£ts, they vroold fay, ** It is danger* 
ous to put fo much power into the hands 
of any man, or fet <^ men, left they Oiould 
abufe it. Our liberty and property will 
be lafc whilft we keep them ourfclvca, but 
when we have ones parted with them, 
we may never b« able to get them bade 
•gain." 

1 1 the plan was compared to a hoi^e, 
then the objedton would be made agaioft 
building it too high, left the wind ftiould 
blow it down. How fhall we guard it a- 
gainft fire ? how fhall we fccure it againft 
robbers ? and how fliall we keep out rats 
and mice ? 

If it was likened to a Jlup^ then it 
would be afked, how ftiall we guard it a. 
gainft leaking? how'Diall we prevent it 
^om running oo the rocks and quidc* 
lands ? 

SOHITIUES 
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SoiiBTiHE< it would be compared to a 
cbct, then qucftioD was. how fliall we fe. 
cure the pendulum, the wheels and th« 
balance from ruft ? who fhall keep the 
key, and who fftall we truft to wind it 
up? 

Sometimes it was reprefented by a, 
purfit and then it was faid to be danger- 
ous to let any one hold the ftrings. 
Money is a tempting objeft, and the befl 
m«i are liable to be corrupted. 

In (horC,-the whole fum and fubflance 
of the arguments againft it might be funw 
med up in one word— jeai-ouby. 

To fliew the futDity of t^efe arguments 
it was obferved by the oppolite party, that 
it was impoflible to put it into any man'* 
power to do you good, wMiout at the 
fame lime putting it into his power to do 
you hurt, if yon truft a barber to /have 
your beard, you put it into his power to 
cut your throat. If you -truft a baker to 
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make your bread, or a cook to drefs yoor 
meat, you put it into the power of each 
to poifon you ; nay, if you venture to lie 
in the fame bed with your wife; you put 
it into her power to choak you when 
you are afleep. Shall we therefore 
let our beards grow till they are long e- 
nough to put into our pockets, becaufe 
we are afraid of the barber ? Shall we 
flarve ourfelves bccaufe (he baker and the 
cook nay poifon us P and ihall we be v- 
fraid to go to bed with our wives ? Fie, 
fie, gentlemen, do not indulge fuch 
whims : Be careful in the choice of your 
barbers, your bakers, your cooks, and your 
wives i pay them well and treat them 
well, and make it their interejl to treat you 
well, and you need not fear them. 

After much debate and difcudion, 
foroe of the families adopted it without 
exception, but in others the oppofition 
was fo Arong that it could not be made to 
pafs, but by the help of certain amend- 
ments 
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metits which were propofed j and of thefs 
amendiiicnts every family which thought 
proper to make any, made as many as 
they pleafed. The new plan, with its 
appendage of amendments, cut fucb a 
grotefque figure^ that a certain wag in one 
of the families, Jike Jotham the fon of 
Gideon, ridiculed it in the following par- 
able. 

" A CKRTAIN man hired a taylor to 
make him a pair offnall clothes ; the tay- 
lor meafured him and made the garment. 
When he had brought it home, the man 
turned and twifted and viewed it on all 
fides ; it is too fmall here, faid he, and 
wants to be let out jit is too big here, and 
wants to be taken in ; I am afraid there 
will be a hole here, and you mnft put on 
a patch : this button is not flrong enough, 
yon nrall fet on another. He was going 
on in this manner, when his wife entered 
the room— Have you put on the fmall 
clothes, my dear, faid ftw— No, foid he. 
R How 
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How ^eft. repded (he, can you polIiUy 
tell whether they will fit you or not? If! 
had made fuch objcAions to a gown or a 
pair of (lays before I had put them oq, 
hotr would yoa have laughed at my /<- 
TnaU wifdom ? The man took his wife's 
advice and faved the taylor a deal of 
trouble." 

In like manner, the new plan of part, 
nerlhip was tried on, and was found to fit 
very well. The amendments were thrown 
by ^r future connderation> and if ever 
adopted, will be To few and fo trifling as 
to make no efiential difference. 

As foon as a fufilcient number of the 
families had adopted the plan, they began 
to iet it in operation ; and unanimoufly 
chofe for their chief Reward and manager, 
George, the grandfon of Walter Pipe- 
weed. He hid fervedthem foTaithfully 
and generotrOy in conduding the lawfuic 
againft Mr. Bull, that no perfon was higher 
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in their conBdence. As he wouM take 
no reward for his former fervices t fo he 
began this new bufinefs with a declaration 
of the fame kind, and 1 proteftationthat 
nothing could have induced him to quit 
the Tweets of retirement for the tmis of 
public bufinela but a difpolition to oblige 
his numerous friends who had united their 
fuffrages in his favour. Every one who 
knows him is fully convinced of the lin- 
ceri^ of his declarations, and he has per- 
haps 8s large a Oiare of ^e «fleem and 
afTcftion of the people in tbefe families as 
any perfon ever could expeft from 3 
courfc of faithful and friendljr offices. 

fissiD es him there isan under Reward, 
a council of advice, a chief derl^ a aQuer, 
and a matter of the hounds. The under 
fteward is a perfon of a grave deportment 
much reading and Rti£i integrity, and was 
largely concerned in effefiing the com- 
promife with Mr. Boll. The council of 
advice are chofen from the feveral fami*> 
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lies* and confift of perfons of the bed ed- 
ucation, abilities, and popularity. The 
chief clerk has the care of the moft tm- 
portaot papers, and the calhier keeps the 
key of the ftroag box, which now has 
fomelbiog in it befidet paper. By his 
advice the debts of the company are put 
in a fair way of being paid, though fome 
grumbling (till fubfifts among riiofe who 
were obliged to fell their notes at a dif- 
count. The mafter of the hounds is an 
officer, who it was at fird thought would 
have very little bufinefi ; but as the wild 
beafts of the fore fl have of late grown very 
troubtefome, it is fuppofed that he will 
have his hands full. There is too much 
of a lurch for hunting among many of the 
forefters ; and fome have not been a- 
ihamed to exprefs their wiihes that the 
whole race of wild creatures was extermi- 
nated from the face of the earth. There 
are others who ftill continue of the mind, 
that thefe animals are a degenerated part 
of the human fpecies, and might yet be re- 
covered 
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eorered if proper methods were ufed to 
tame tfaem ; but it ia greatly feared, that 
while the rage for hunting oontinaea, all 
fucb benevolent proje& wilt £iil in the 
execution. 

In fome late hunting matches, theTe 
wild animals difcovered fo much art and 
courage, that Teveral of the hunters were 
laid to fleep in the bed of honour ; and 
the reft were obliged to take to their 
heels, that they might ** live to hunt a- 
nother day.*' Some perfoni are (^ the 
mind that it is not beft to feek thefe beaftt 
in their dent, but rather to guard the 
fields and take care of the poultiy at 
home. Others are for purfuing them to 
the thickeft Ihades of the foreft, and thit 
feems at prefent to be the prevailing o* 
pinion. What the fuccefs of it will be 
time mnft determine. 

** The child tint it uabom may me, 
** Tfac huatinf of that day." 

Rft Sjhcs 
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SiHCB the Dev partner/hip has been 
eftablifiied, hufbandiy and trade have 
been carried on brifkly t the honfes are 
full of good things, and the children are 
well dad and healthy ; bnt there is one 
inconvenience which ufually attends a 
full houfe, and that is, that rats are very 
numerous, and a neafpecies trf them have 
lately found their way thithei*.* Some 
of them are very fat and lleek, and are not 
afraid to appear in open day light 1 
though it is fuppofed they burrow under 
ground, and have fubterraneous commu- 
nications from houfe to houfe. This is 
an inconvenience againll which no reme- 
dy has yet been found j though fomc peo- 
ple, from their apparent voracity, are of 
the mind that they will either prey upon 
(me another, or elfe eat till they bnrft. 

I HAn almoft forgot to tell you -that 
two new families have lately been added 
to the number of putncn. One is that 
of 

* Sp-e-I— li. 
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of Ethan Greenwood,* a Aout, lufty fel. 
Io«r, born in the family of Robert Lum- 
ber, but married into that of Peter Bull, 
frog, from whom, after a long difpute, he 
has got a good traft of land, which orig- 
inally belonged to his own father, but was 
furreptitioufly taken poffeflion of by his 
father in lav. The other is Hunter 
Longlnife^ he was bred in the family of 
Walter Pipeweed, and has a large fliare of 
his fpirit of adventure. Having taken 
up his refidence in the outflcirts of the 
foreft, he has had many a fcufile with the 
wild beaftsf who are extremely fcmd aS his 
green com and young chickens, whenever 
they can get atafte of them. 

• Vcnnwu. t Kentiicl<^ 
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frtjent Statt of Mr, BulL^Kts ivife and 
bit motbtr.— Story efihe tverUfiing ta^ 
per. — Some account of Mr, Lewis. — His 
new wife and caft off mifir^. — Conclu^ 
Jim, 

SSAR SIR, 

xXFTER giving you fuch a long 
detail of the afiiiirs of thefe foreften, I 
will clofe my correrpondence> for the 
prefent, with a brief account of the 
fituation of the principal perfons with 
whom they are or have been conne£ted, 
and whom I have bad occafion to men- 
tion in my other letters. 

To begin wttb Mr. Bull. Though he 
has given a quitclaim of that part of the 
foreft where bis old fervants and belt cuf- 
tomers 
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tomets hare poOefEon, yet he retains the 
northern part, together with foine bunting 
feats which h^firomifed to give up to the 
foreflers* The chief produce of this 
northern territory is the furs, which are 
brought to his warehoufe and wrought up 
by his tradefmen. Notwith (landing the 
lofs of his title to the lands of theforeUers, 
they have not wholly forfaken him as a 
trader. He keeps his fulling mills at 
woik, and fupplies them with cloths of 
various kinds, but they feel themfelves at 
liberty either to purchafe of him or his 
neighbours, or to manu^fturc for them- 
felves. He is rather more complaifant to 
them in his own 0iop than bis faQors arc 
in fome of his diftant varehoufes, where 
they are not allowed to carry their pro- 
duce to market, nor to receive coffee^ cot- 
ton, and fugar, as formerly. However, 
they have found out other places where 
they can buy thefe commodities without 
afking his permiflion. And as for that 
capital article tia» which was the occa* 
fion 



.coy Google 



tos THG FORESTERS. 

fion of beginning the controverry, thtj 
now fetch it diredly frotq the original 
waTehonfe of old Cang~M, where ic is 
manufaSured. They purchafe their (ills 
•nd mufltns of the firft makers and deal. 
ers, and get their wines dire^Iy from the 
vineyards. 

I HAVE before told you that Mr. Bull 
formerly ufed to fend "^e ordure made in 
his family to enrich the plantations of the 
forefters ; but lince his quarrel wichtfaem 
he has been fonievhat at a lofs how to 
difpofe of it. At firft he threw it into 
the gutter* before his door. But there 
was fuch a large quantity of it, and the 
flench which it caufed was fo offenfive, 
that this expedient would not anfwer the 
end. He tiien thought of fending it to a 
place where fome of his family bad been 
employed in hotantzingtf in hope that by 
adding to the fertility of the foil, they 
would find more encouragement to prof- 
ecute 

* C(mTiebemplo]>ed in lighten on the Tbames. 

t Bounjr Bay in New HoUwid. 
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ecute tfidr inqutrns, and that he fliould 
in time receive fome rent or recompenre i 
but this fcheme, like fome others, the 
produQ of his fmitful brain, has been 
bitherto attended with more coft than 
profit. ViThat will be bis next contriv- 
ance to difpofe of his ordure no one can 
coDJe^ure. 

Ht has been obliged, in deference to the 
opinion of his neighbours, to^ngfmaH^^ 
bout his right to flopping the high way ; 
and it is thought that he will not revive 
bis pretenfions to an exclufive tide to that 
kind of fovereignty. 

As to bis domeftic affairs, his leift ftill 
rules him according to her ufual maxims, 
and keeps up her gaming club, where fhe 
mns and lofn alternately ; but between 
the fliop and tbe drawing room, there is 
enough gained to p;^ -the intereft of hh 
debt, though it is not imagined he will 
ever be abie to pay the principal. Thi^ 
like 
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like a millfione about his neck, muft 
finally fink him. 

Yo V may poflibly be cunous to know 
what is become of his mother, whom I 
have formerly mentioned to you as hav- 
ing had Tome fway in his family. The 
truth is, that fince he married his preTent 
wife, the old lady found her influence de- 
creafing and retired to her chamber, where 
file has been for many years confined, and 
is now wholly bed rid. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bull indeed treat the old lady with much 
decency, and fuffer none to intrude upon 
her but fuch company as flie is fond of. 
Old Madam has all the infirmities of age 
about her. She will not fuffer herfelf to 
be touched nor turned in her bed ; nor 
the room to be aired, nor her linen (hifted. 
She keeps hcrwindow fhutters dofed, and 
will not admit the leaft ray of light in her 
apartment, but what proceeds from her 
own candle, which having been once dip- 
ped in cooCecrated wa^, ii fuppofed to 
poflefs 
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twOTefs all the virtues of an everlafting ta. 
per, 

hTow I have fpoken of madam's taper, 
perhaps you will be amufcd with feme 
account of it. It is a wax candle of a 
common fize, fet in an old fafhioned fil- 
ver candleftick, richljr cmbofTed and gilt, 
but the ruft and daft of it are fo facred, 
that it is nerer permitted to be fcoured. 
The tradition is, that this candleftick for- 
merly belonged to St. Peter, aod the can- 
dle firft placed in it is fappofed to have 
been lighted at the sun, and by a myfte- 
rious kind of uninterrupted fuccej^ortt has 
been kept burning ever fince. By the 
light of this taper, old madam reads her 
bible and books of devotion, which al- 
ways lie on a table by her bedfide. 

Sovi perfons of an incredulous turn 
of mind, have pretended to call in queft. 
ion this myflery ; but it is dill held facred 
by the old lady, and by moft of Mr. 
Bull's own family. There are fome even 
S among 
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among the forefters of the fame opinion ; 
and Tuch is the liberality in thefe families, 
that no one is molefted in the indulgence 
of any innocent whim, which does not 
affeft the peace of the families* nor the 
intereft of the partnerfhip. It was not 
long after the reeftablifliment of harmony 
between them and Mr, Bull, that thefe 
perfons fent two candles in one lantern, 
and one in another, to be lighted ac this 
venerable taper, and dipt in the confe- 
crated water. Two of them were a^u- 
ally lighted in old Madam Bull's pref- 
CDce, and to her great fatisfa^ion. The 
other was lighted at a taper fuppofed to 
be derived from the lame original, but 
" hid under a bufhel** in one of filter 
Peg's out houfes, it not being permitted 
to bum publicly in her family, where the 
only candles allowed are <tf the manufac- 
ture of Geneva. 

Therb has been as long a controverTy 
between different opinionifts on this fnb- 
jea. 
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jeA, as between the fefiaries in Liliput, 
about breaking the egg at the big or little 
end. But it is eafy enough to accommo- 
date the matter by granting that St. Pe- 
ter's candle^ as well as thofe from Geneva, 
were originally lighted at the sun ; that 
the fame fource of light is open to all ; 
andthat it is of no confequence of what 
materials tapers are made, nor in what 
kind of candledicka they are placed, nor 
by whofe hands they are lighted^ provld. 
ed they give Jo char a light as to anfwer 
ike purpafes 0/ vijion. 

It remains only that I gire you fome 
account of Mc. Lewis. The adventures 
in his family have been very fingular. I 
formerly told you that he feed lawyers to 
plead the cacUe of the forefters. Theje 
fubtile pra&itioners foon found that the 
fame arguments which they were obliged 
to ufe in favour of the fbrefters, would 
apply with equal propriety to the cafe of 
Mr. Lewis's own family. He had long 
been 



.coy Google 



3o8 THB FOR£5T£RS. 

been a widower, and the family was gov- 
erned by a fuccefllon of kept minreflies^ 
who minded only their pleafures and the 
enriching of their own relations and de- 
pendants. The tenants were abufedfthe 
manfiou houfe was dirty and out of re- 
pair, and though the rents were paid into 
the hands of the fleward, yet much op- 
prelBon and embezzlement, and little e- 
conomy, were the conlUnt topics <^ com- 
plaint. 

ArTtR the alteration, produced by the 
aflillance of Lewis's lawyers intheforeft, 
they began to think it was high time to 
do fomething of the fame kind at home. 
The only peaceable remedy which they 
could imagine, was to perfuade Mr. Lewis 
to marry a reputable woman, who would 
be agreeable to the family. After much 
argument he was at length brought to fee 
the neceflSty of the cafe j and to prevent 
a lawfuit, with which they threatened 
him, he confented to take the wife* which 
they 

* The NAliomt Corftituiion. 
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they recommended. She is a lady of 
good fenfe and polite manners, and treats 
him with the greateft deference and pro- 
priety. She has had the mantion thor- 
oughly repaired, the floors and windowa 
cleaned, and the walls whitewaflied, and is 
not afraid to let her inmoft apartmenta 
be vifited by the fun and air. The build- 
ing is now commodious, wholefome, and 
plcafant, and the dirty dog kennel,* which 
ftood near the door, is demoHfhcd, 

It is fufpeflcd by fome that Lewis ftill 
has a hankering after his old connexions, 
but he profeflcs love to his new wife in 
the Arongefl terms imaginable. His caft 
off miftrefs has had the audacity to infult 
the newly married lady, and tell her that 
fhe has no buGnefs to occupy her apart- 
ments I that all Mr. Lewis's profc^Tions 
are infincere and that^e Rill pofiefles his 
heart. If thefe ladies fliould go to pull- 
ing caps, Mr. Lewis will be in a critical 
fttuation, as indeed every man is when 
Sa two 

• Baflile. 
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two women are contending for him. It 
13 laid that fome of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, who prefer concubinage to mat- 
rimony, have taken the part of the late 
niltrefs, and infift on her reftoration to 
bed and board ; but how this matter will 
terminate can be decided only by futu- 
rity. 

He has alPo been very unfortunate in 
Ibme of his diftant plantations and faAo* 
rics. His black cattle have caught the 
horn diftemper ; fome of his farm houfes 
have been burnt, and it is thought that 
feveral years will intervene before his af- 
faira will be fet to rights. 

Thus, my friend, I have endeavoured 
to fulfil my promife, by giving you fuch 
an account as I have been able to procure 
of the forefters and their connexions. I 
aflureyou I am extremely delighted with 
ihe country and its improvements, which 
exceed by far the expcQationa of every 
perfon 
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perTon who travels this way, and has form- 
ed what he may think a juft idea of the 
country, by (laying at home and hearing 
the reports of others. There is no pofli* 
bility of conceiving what a 6nc country it 
is without aQually feeing it } I therefore 
recommend to you a journey hither, forA 
two fold purpofe, viz. to cure you of the 
fpleen, and to convince you how much 
human induAry and ingenuity can per- 
form in a Oiort time, when nature has al- 
ready done her part toward making a 
good country and a happy people. 

Yours, &c. 

AMYNTOR. 
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